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Keep persevering - that is the message we 
want the Central PA Chamber membership and 
the greater business community to hear! 
Whether through encouragement or story-
telling, our desire is to lift up others at this 
year’s Annual Meeting coming up next month. 
Check out this month’s cover story and event 
preview on the next page. 
As it’s referenced in the story, I would love to hear from you and 
your story of perseverence. If interested in sharing, please, contact 
me at your earliest convenience. 
Also inside this issue, we announce the big winners of our 6th An-
nual Golf Ball Drop!, which was held during the 20th Annual Busi-
ness & Education Golf Tournament that was featured in the July 
issue of IYB. All checks have been delivered, so find out who the 
lucky winners were on page 16. 
As we all know, area employees continue to struggle to find employ-
ees. We’re trying to do our part in this current climate, and that’s 
why another job fair was held recently to give employers a boost. 
Read more on page 11. 
Happy “25ish” years to one of our longtime members, Middle Creek 
Signs! They are staying so busy, they missed the actual milestone, 
but we’re still happy to recognize them! See a couple of beginning 
and now photos on page 15. 
Ribbon cuttings remain popular as society continues to reopen. See 
the latest on page 14. 
There are new members to discover on page 4, Member Spotlights 
on page 5, a slew of events starting on page 6, and Members Rec-
ognized on pages 12 and 13! 
There is all of this news and so much more! Enjoy the issue! 

 
Jeff Shaffer, Editor 

Communication Director 
jshaffer@centralpachamber.com
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Board of Directors

 A&A Construction and Services 
Ann Hilliard - RE/MAX Bridges 

Backyard Broadcasting of  Pennsylvania  
Century 21 Mertz & Associates 

Coldwell Banker Penn One Real Estate 
Contrast Communications  

Davis, Davis & Kaar  
Decal Dynasty   

Evangelical Community Hospital   
Green Ridge Graphics 

Heaven’s Best Carpet Cleaning 
Hosterman Photography & Design 

i3 Point-of-Sale 
iHeartMedia  

Interaction Dynamics Group 
Jersey Shore State Bank   

La Primavera Italiano Ristorante 
Lawton Insurance Agency 

Lewisburg Pharmacy 
LIVIC Civil 

Mifflinburg Bank & Trust  
Milton Savings Bank 

North Central Sight Services  
North Shore Railroad 
On Fire Promotions 

PenTeleData 
PPL Electric Utilities 

Raceway Mobile Storage 
Riverwoods Senior Living Community 

Safeguard Business Systems 
Service 1st Federal Credit Union 

Service Electric Cablevision/SECV8 
Seven Mountains Media 

Sunbury Broadcasting Corporation 
Susquehanna Fire Equipment Company 

 Susquehanna Valley Limousine 
T-Ross Brothers Construction  

The Daily Item 
The Standard-Journal 
The Wealth Factory  

Unique Inspirations Limited 
Watsontown Dental  

Weaver Wireless Consultants 
 

The Inside Scoop

It’s Your Business Deadlines 
 

September Issue  
News/Ads Aug. 16 -- Flyer Inserts Aug. 20 

 
Interested in advertising in this publication?  

Contact Jeff at jshaffer@centralpachamber.com. 
 

Find FREE copies of It’s Your Business at these  
Chamber member locations (availability may vary): 

Lewisburg 
Country Cupboard ! Lewisburg Borough ! Lewisburg Hotel 

Lewisburg Pharmacy ! McCann School of Business & Technology   
Mifflinburg 

A+ Office Outlet ! Abe’s Custom Woodworking 
Forest House Hotel 

Milton 
Arrowhead Drive-Inn Restaurant ! Baldwin & Baldwin   

Central Vision Eyecare ! Milton Public Library ! Pinpoint Federal Credit Union 
The Breaking Bread Company   

Northumberland 
RE/MAX River Valley Realty ! W and S Distributors 

Sunbury 
Eclipse Craft Brewing ! Sunbury City Hall 

Watsontown 
Watson Inn 

Staff
Tea Jay Aikey - President & CEO 

tjaikey@centralpachamber.com 
Jeff Shaffer - Communication Director 

jshaffer@centralpachamber.com 
Michael Porter - Education Coordinator 

mporter@centralpachamber.com 
Jessica Williams - Finance & Membership Director 

jwilliams@centralpachamber.com

Ron Mackley - Chair 
iHeartMedia 

Chris Pinchak - 2nd Vice Chair 
Heaven’s Best Carpet Cleaning 

Alison Hall 
The UPS Store 
Skyler Herb 

 
 Rob Jones 

Milton Public Library 
Lauren McDonald 
The Wealth Factory 

Todd Ross 
T-Ross Brothers Construction 

Adam Wolfe 
Pivot Physical Therapy

Lennea Brown - Vice Chair 
Heritage Springs Memory Care 
Cheryl Rheppard - Treasurer 
USG 
Joel Harris 
The Salvation Army 
Andrew Hertzler 
XW Construction 
Brad Lawton 
Lawton Insurance Agency 
Ashley Parrish 
First Commonwealth Bank 
Chenelle Shaner 
Nature’s Medicines 
E. Terry Baldwin - Solicitor 
Baldwin & Baldwin

The President’s Club is an exclusive sponsorship program created to prominently recognize 
companies that contribute to the Central PA Chamber over and above their annual member-

ship investment. For more information, call 570-742-7341.

http://centralpachamber.com/membership/presidents-club/
http://centralpachamber.com/membership/presidents-club/
http://centralpachamber.com/membership/presidents-club/
http://centralpachamber.com/board-of-directors/
http://centralpachamber.com/board-of-directors/
http://centralpachamber.com/board-of-directors/
http://centralpachamber.com/board-of-directors/
http://centralpachamber.com/staff/
http://centralpachamber.com/jeff-shaffer/


Davis, Davis & Kaar
*Wills & Estate Planning * Real Estate* 

*Family Law * Business Law * Personal Injuries * 
 

37 N. Arch Street, Milton, PA 
P.O. Box 319 

 
Phone: 570-742-8777      Fax: 570-742-6155

Attorneys at Law

MILTON - How do you de-
scribe everything that has 
happened in the last year and 
a half? 
During the worst of times, it 
was daunting, to say the 
least. But, what will many re-
member moving forward? It 
may just be a reminder that 
they have the will to keep on 
persevering. 
At the Central PA Chamber of 
Commerce’s Annual Meeting 
on Sept. 30, the team plans 
to celebrate the hard work, 
dedication, teamwork, grit 
and perseverence that so 
many members relied on to 
pull through the pandemic. 
Each Annual Meeting is a 
time to celebrate, and this 
year will be no exception. 
The event will be held at the 
familiar Silver Moon Banquet 
Hall, with catering by Feast of 
Flavor. You can register now 
by visiting www.central-
pachamber.com/events. 
In addition to this year’s 
theme, the event provides an 
opportunity to recognize the 
Chamber’s board and com-
mittee members, as well as 
present exceptional individu-
als with a Chamber Impact 
Award. 
“As always, our Annual Meet-
ings are like no other, and I 
am confident that this year 
won’t disappoint,” said Tea 
Jay Aikey, the Chamber’s 
President & CEO. “That 
being said, register early so 
we can be sure to have your 
award here on time should 
you be chosen. 
“Those who have attended in 
the past know what I am ref-

erencing and those who 
haven’t will have to come to 
find out.” 
The Central PA Chamber 
does pride itself on providing 
a unique experience each 
year. While the format feels 
familiar, surprises always 
ensue. 
After all that has happened, 
its important to come back to-
gether as a Chamber family 
and reflect. There are always 
opportunities to network and 
grow your circle. Many who 
pulled through the pandemic 
successfully did so because 
they had a support system in 
place and people they could 
rely on in difficult situations. 
Longtime Central PA Cham-
ber members, new members, 
as well as the general public 
are encouraged to attend the 
Chamber’s biggest event of 
the year! 
Event sponsors, thus far, in-
clude: Service 1st Federal 
Credit Union, Meal/Venue 
Sponsor; Evangelical Com-
munity Hospital, Milton Sav-
ings Bank, The Daily Item 
and One Focus Property 
Management, Centerpiece 
Sponsors; Susquehanna Fire 
Equipment Company, Favor 
Sponsor; and The Wealth 
Factory, Program Sponsor.  
Additional sponsorship op-
portunities are available. 
Contact Jessica Williams at 
570-742-7341 or 
jwi l l iams@centra lpacham-
ber.com.  
Interested in sharing your 
story of perseverance? Con-
tact Jeff Shaffer at  jshaf-
fer@centralpachamber.com. 
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Keep persevering

Some stories of persevering were featured in the 2021 Member Directory 
and more will be shared at the Annual Meeting.

https://centralpachamber.com/events/2021-annual-meeting-awards-ceremony/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/2021-annual-meeting-awards-ceremony/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/2021-annual-meeting-awards-ceremony/


Thermal Product Solutions (TPS) 
2821 Old Route 15 
New Columbia, PA 17856 
570-538-7200 
kstimely@tpsovens.com 
Kelli Stimely - Director of Human Resources and Safety 
www.thermalproductsolutions.com 
Thermal Product Solutions (TPS) designs and manufactures industrial and 
laboratory ovens and furnaces, and environmental temperature cycling and 
stability test chambers. Product brands include: Blue M, Gruenberg, Lind-
berg/MPH, Tenney, Wisconsin Oven, and Baker Furnace. 
 
Manufacturers’ Association 
3405 Board Road, Ste. 100 
York, PA 17406 
717-885-2337 
kwolf@mascpa.org 
Karla Wolf - Marketing Coordinator 
www.mascpa.org 
The Manufacturers’ Association is a regional trade organization, serving 
several hundred member companies located within Southcentral Pennsyl-
vania and Northern Maryland. Our purpose is to help meet the workforce 
needs of manufacturers that will enable them to be more productive, more 
competitive, and profitable in an ever-changing and increasingly challeng-
ing global marketplace. From trade courses to professional development, 
we are the easy choice for top notch, highly skilled training that is con-
stantly evolving and expanding the list of programs which can provide 
members high quality instruction with affordable pricing and can be cus-
tomized for your own company’s needs. We also provide many other mem-
ber services that serve to support the day-to-day activities of our region’s 
manufacturers. The Association stands ready to assist businesses in man-
ufacturing and logistics and support them with the knowledge they need to 
thrive! 
 
Shaner Logging 
155 Keller Hollow Road 
Unityville, PA 17774 
570-220-4950 
larueshaner84@gmail.com 
Larue Shaner - Owner 
We pride ourselves on over 20 years of timber preservation and growth for 
the future. 

Shirley Nelson Brough 
1205 Adams Ave. 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 
snbrough15@gmail.com 
 
Flavor City Oils 
551 Mill St. 
Danville, PA 17821 
570-275-5000 
info@flavorcityoils.com 
Greg Ash - Co-owner 
www.flavorcityoils.com 
Flavored olive oils & Balsamic vinegars. Also, stuffed olives, olive spreads, 
BBQ sauces, hot sauces, soy sauces, and soap. 
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New Members

Membership Renewals
(As of July 12, 2021) 

 
4 The Office 
Arthaus Projects 
Central Susquehanna  
    Intermediate Unit 
CSP Office Equipment  
    Company 
Devoted To Your Day 
Expectations Women's  
    Center 
Frame It Here 
Greater Hughesville  
    Business Association 
I. Ray Zimmerman, Inc.  
    Electrical Contractors 
Lackawanna College  
    - Sunbury Center 

Lamar Advertising -  
    Williamsport 
Mediastead, LLC 
Nature's Medicines 
Raceway Mobile Self  
    Storage, LLC 
RiverWoods Senior  
    Living Community 
S & L Services, Inc. 
Snyder & Union  
    County Times 
SUMMIT Early Learning 
SVRE Enterprises, LLC 
The Graphic Hive 
VNA Health System /  
    Lewisburg Home Health  
        and Crossings Hospice

http://decaldynasty.net
http://centralpachamber.com/economic-development/job-opportunities/


M ember Spotlight
 

Ashley Parrish, Financial Solutions Center Manager 
 

(570) 524-5654 

What makes your business unique? 
Mom and dad bought property in 1989. After 
20 years of being closed, they rebuilt the es-
tablished par-3 golf course into an executive 
par-3 course with driving range. 
How do you market your business? 
Mainly Facebook, information in the 
Susquehanna River Valley Guide and par-
ticipate in Sunbury’s River Festival. 
What is your Mission Statement? 
Our mission is to continuously improve our 
golf course and driving range facilities to our 
long-term members as well as guests. 
Advice to those who own a business? 
If you are doing something you are passion-

ate about, and you work hard you, are mov-
ing in the right direction. 
Finish this sentence – “On a day off I…” 
Golf, kayak, walk my dogs and spend time 
with my family. 
Words to live by? 
“If you do what you love, you will never work 
a day in your life.” – Marc Anthony. 
What are the top 3 company priorities 
you focus on? 
-  Providing our customers with the best pos-
sible experience 
- Continuously maintaining our fairways, 
greens and mature landscaping. 
- Updating our golf carts, equipment and fa-

cilities. 
What characteristics do you look for in 
employees? 
I think any business would look for a loyal, 
hard working individual. Someone who en-
joys what they do and love to be around 
people. 
What philanthropic causes does your 
business support? 
Every summer, we organize and provide 
free golf lessons for all our area youth. Our 
instructor/golf professional Dave Zweier is a 
member of the United States Golf Teachers 
Federation.
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aparrish@fcbanking.com 

 
www.fcbanking.com 

 
Bobbie Jo Sprenkle, Co-owner 

 
(570) 286-5980 

 
bobbiejosprenkle@gmail.com 

 
187 Haas Manor Road, Sunbury 

What makes your business unique?  
Our office prides itself on our customer 
service. We have built long-lasting relation-
ships with our customers and see them 
through all walks of life. Our staff is sea-
soned and most of us have been at the 
same office for at least five years or more. 
A quote from a recent survey read, “They’ve 
provided me with tons of very individualized 

service. It’s amazing to do business with 
that office!” 
What is your Mission Statement?  
We exist to improve the financial lives of our 
neighbors and their businesses. 
Finish this sentence – “On a day off I…” 
Like to spend time with my family, my hus-
band and I enjoy anything outdoors. You 
can usually catch us at the park or camping 
with our two-year-old son, Reece. On the 

occasion we have a sitter, you can find us 
up White Deer Creek trying to find what little 
trout are in the creek.  
What characteristics do you look for in 
employees? 
We are always looking for enthusiastic, per-
sonable, reliable and customer service 
driven people to join our team.  

 
Brooks Stahlnecker, President 

 
(570) 279-6099 

 
Brooks@stahlneckergroup.com 

 
www.financialfd.com 

What makes your business unique? 
We strive to educate and motivate our 
clients by using techniques and strategies I 
learned in the fire service. So, I developed 

the Financial Fire Drill. 
How do you market your business? 
Word-of-mouth and referrals are a big part, 
and I’m starting to utilize social media. 
What is your Mission Statement? 
Peace of Mind Through Preparedness 
Advice to those who own a business? 
Take the time to develop a plan that encom-
passes business continuation and key per-
son planning. 
 

Finish this sentence – “On a day off I…” 
Enjoy playing golf, fishing or hunting 
What top 3 company priorities do you 
focus on? 
Client satisfaction, our service model and 
keeping ahead of industry changes. 
What philanthropic causes does your 
business support? 
I support local youth sports as well as fire 
departments. 

https://www.facebook.com/firstcommonwealthbank/
https://www.fcbanking.com
https://www.fcbanking.com
https://www.fcbanking.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sunny-Hill-Golf-Course-Driving-Range-461358624240712
https://www.linkedin.com/company/first-commonwealth-bank/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Stahlnecker-Group-285403384654/
https://financialfd.com
https://financialfd.com
https://financialfd.com
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What’s Happening

Mostly Mutts events
SUNBURY – Registration is 
open for the Mostly Mutts 
12th annual Golf Tournament 
on Wednesday, Sept. 8, at 
the Susquehanna Valley 
Country Club, Selinsgrove. 
The four-person scramble 
will begin with event-day reg-
istration at noon and a shot-
gun start at 1 p.m. The entry 
fee of $85 covers 18 holes of 
golf, a cart, refreshments, 
dinner and chances to win 
various prizes. All proceeds 
benefit the no-kill shelter in 
Sunbury. 
Prizes will be awarded in the 
putting contest, closest to 
the pin, longest putt and 
closest to the line. Golfers 
who bring a donation from 
the Mostly Mutts’ wish list, 
available at www.mostly-
muttsonline.com, will receive 

a free hotdog at registration, 
courtesy of the Susquehanna 
Valley Country Club. 
To register for the tourna-
ment, golfers may complete 
the form available on the 
web site. Checks payable to 
Mostly Mutts Inc., along with 
completed registration forms, 
should be sent to Sunbury 
Motors KIA, in care of Liz 
Mertz, P.O. Box 403, Hum-
mels Wharf, Pa. 17831. For 
information on sponsorship 
packages, contact Mertz at 
570-274-6131. 
In addition, “meet and 
greets” return! Two on the 
schedule include 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sept. 18 during the Mil-
ton Harvest Festival and 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 25 
at the Selinsgrove Market 
Street Festival.

Find the latest  
member news and 

events on our  
Facebook page!

https://www.facebook.com/cityofsunburypa
https://www.facebook.com/LewisburgArtsCouncil
https://centralpachamber.com/events/st-hidden-talent-pool-benefits-of-hiring-reentrants-2/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/st-hidden-talent-pool-benefits-of-hiring-reentrants-2/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/st-hidden-talent-pool-benefits-of-hiring-reentrants-2/
https://www.facebook.com/CentralPAChamberofCommerce/


Date Event Location Time Cost

8/3/21
 Business Startup Basics 

for Central PA:  
The First Step

Online 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Free

5/18/21
Breaking Brand: (#3)  

Authentic Storytelling & 
The Use of Multimedia

Online 12 to 1 p.m. Free

5/25/21
Breaking Brand: (#4) 

Harnessing Social Media 
& Strategic Marketing

Online 12 to 1 p.m. Free

Lauri Moon 
Manager, Training & 

Outreach 
570-329-3200 ext 8085 

 
www.imcpa.com/events

Date Event Location Time Cost

8/11/21 Free Safety Training
Diamondback Covers, 
354 Enterprise Drive, 

Philipsburg
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free

8/19/21
Small Business Cost 
Savings and Energy  
Reduction Calculator 

Toolkits
Webinar 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Free

8/25/21
Using Employee  

Engagement to Build a 
Center of Operational  

Excellence
Webinar 2 to 3 p.m. Free
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570-577-1249 
www.bucknell.edu/sbdc

Have you dreamed of being your own boss for many years but don't know where to start? Do you ask questions like: 
"How do I turn my good idea into a successful business?"..."What kind of forms and licenses do I need?"... 

"Where can I find financing?"..."Where is the best place to open my business?"... 
"What is a business plan and how do I prepare one?"...Start with the Bucknell SBDC! 

http://www.imcpa.com
http://www.bucknell.edu/sbdc
https://www.facebook.com/events/3570501579666137?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%5D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/3570501579666137?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%5D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/3570501579666137?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%5D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/campustheatre
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ϮϬϮϭ�/ŵƉĂĐƚ��ĚǀĞƌƟƐŝŶŐ�ͻ�Ϯϭ^�/ͲWK�Ͳ�ŽŵƉƵƚĞƌZĞƉĂŝƌͲ�ĞŶƚƌĂůW��ŚĂŵďĞƌDĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ�Ě

From virus & malware scans, to hardware and software problems, we 
can fix major and minor issues on your PC, laptop, tablet, & printer!

COMPUTER  & PRINTER
REPAIR SERVICES20% OFF

CLEANING SPECIAL: FOR A LIMITED TIME, GET

YOUR NEXT REPAIR SERVICE!*

*ZĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂƉƉůǇ͘��ƐŬ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͘��ŝƐĐŽƵŶƚ�ĂƉƉůŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ĨĞĞƐ�ŽŶůǇ͘�
EŽ�ĚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚ�ŽŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŚĂƌĚǁĂƌĞ�Žƌ�ƐŽŌǁĂƌĞ͘

MUST BRING COUPON TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT

KE���KhWKE�W�Z�,Kh^�,K>��ͳ��yW/Z�^�ϵͬϯϬͬϮϬϮϭ

ͻ�sŝƌƵƐ�Θ�DĂůǁĂƌĞ�^ĐĂŶƐ
ͻ�^ǇƐƚĞŵ�KƉƟŵŝǌĂƟŽŶ
ͻ�^ǇƐƚĞŵ�DĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ
ͻ�,ĂƌĚǁĂƌĞ�dĞƐƟŶŐ�
� Θ�ZĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ

ͻ�^ŽŌǁĂƌĞ�
� /ŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ
ͻ�WƌŝŶƚĞƌ�ZĞƉĂŝƌ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ
ͻ�WƌŝŶƚĞƌ��ůĞĂŶŝŶŐ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ

ͻ��ǆƚĞƌŶĂů��ůĞĂŶŝŶŐ
ͻ�^ǇƐƚĞŵ�͞�ůŽǁͲKƵƚ͟
ͻ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�hƉĚĂƚĞƐ
ͻ�^ǇƐƚĞŵ�/ŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ

INCLUDED WITH EVERY REPAIR:

www.sciatwork.com
ϱϳϬ͘ϯϮϯ͘ϬϬϴϵ ^ƵƐƋƵĞŚĂŶŶĂ��ŽŵƉƵƚĞƌ�/ŶŶŽǀĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕�/ŶĐ͘

ϮϴϬ�<ĂŶĞ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕�^ƵŝƚĞ�ϭ�ͻ�^ŽƵƚŚ�tŝůůŝĂŵƐƉŽƌƚ͕�W��ϭϳϳϬϮ

Weis Center to host live performances this fall
LEWISBURG - This fall, the Weis Center curtains will rise again, 
and the Central PA community is invited to experience it live.  
The 2021-22 line-up includes a diverse schedule of 30 live perform-
ances designed to inspire your mind, energize your body and re-
store your heart. 
Performances will include music from: Bali, Scotland, Venezuela, 
West Africa, Mexico, and Colombia, plus classical music, Ameri-
cana and roots music, modern dance from three acclaimed com-
panies, jazz, and family-friendly performances. Seven 
performances are free. 
The season will kick-off at 6 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 27 with a free alt-
rock and roots concert by Amythyst Kiah as she performs outside 
on the Weis Center Plaza. Tickets are not required. 
The Exchange’s Art Cart will be on site from 5:30 to 7 p.m. with 
special all-ages activities. 
Amythyst Kiah’s debut, Wary + Strange, marks the glorious collision 
of two vastly different worlds: the iconoclastic alt-rock that first 
sparked her musical passion, and the roots/old-time-music scene 
where she’s found breakout success in recent years, including 
recognition from Rolling Stone as “one of Americana’s great up-
and-coming secrets.”  
Along with tapping into the vibrant musicality she honed, in part, 
through her studies in East Tennessee State University’s Blue-
grass, Old-Time and Country Music program, the Chattanooga, 
Tenn.-bred singer/songwriter expands on the uncompromising 
artistry she’s displayed as a member of Our Native Daughters, an 
all-women-of-color super group. Its Kiah-penned standout “Black 
Myself” received a Grammy nomination for Best American Roots 
Song and won Song of the Year at the Folk Alliance International 
Awards. 
Kiah was included in People magazine’s “Meet the Talented Black 
Musical Artists Taking over 2021.” 
The Weis Center’s full season will be announced in mid-August. 
The season brochure will be available at that time as a digital PDF. 
A limited number of hardcopies will be available upon request. To 
request a hardcopy brochure, contact Lisa Leighton, marketing and 
outreach director, at 570-577-3727 or e-mail Lisa.Leighton@buck-
nell.edu and one will be mailed at no cost. 
Limited hardcopies will also be available at the Weis Center and 
throughout the Susquehanna River Valley region in late August. 
The Weis Center’s 2021-22 season is supported by the following 
season-level sponsors: Bucknell Sports Properties, The Daily Item, 
Seven Mountains Media, Sunbury Broadcasting Corporation and 
Susquehanna Life. 
Event sponsors include: Glenn and Raquel Alexander, Bloomsburg 
Children’s Museum, Centre Daily Times, Coldwell Banker Penn 
One Real Estate, Doug Candland, Columbia-Montour Visitors Bu-
reau, Julianna and John Cooper, Nancy and Sam Craig, Evangel-
ical Community Hospital, the Exchange/Art Cart, Geisinger, Jazz 
at Bucknell, Lewisburg Children’s Museum, Clayton and David 
Lightman, Teri MacBride and Steve Guattery, PPL, Press Enter-

prise, Riverwoods, Service 1st Federal Credit Union, Gary and 
Sandy Sojka, Standard Journal, Stone State Entertainment, 
Williamsport Sun Gazette, Karl Voss and Chanin Wendling family 
and WVIA. 
Grant funding for the season includes: Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation, 
National Endowment for the Arts, and the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts. 
Usual ticket subscriptions and seating selections have been tem-
porarily changed for the 2021–22 Season. Subscriptions will not be 
available during the 2021–22 season. 
Tickets for fall 2021 performances will go on sale beginning at 10 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 27. Tickets for spring 2022 performances will go 
on sale at 10 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 10. 
All seating will be general admission and will comply with current 
guidelines. Specific seats cannot be selected when purchasing tick-
ets, and patrons should plan to arrive early to ensure ample time 
to select an available seat. Auditorium doors open 30 minutes prior 
to show time. For events with balcony seating, please, note that 
the balcony level is not accessible by elevator and can only be ac-
cessed by stairs. Weis Center staff can assist patrons with acces-
sibility needs to find seating. 
Capacity limits will be adjusted for each performance at the venue’s 
discretion and based on current health and safety guidelines. 
While on campus, patrons must abide by all Bucknell University 
health and safety guidelines, including maintaining social distancing 
and wearing appropriate face coverings, if still being implemented. 
These protocols may be subject to change at any time. Visit 
www.Bucknell.edu/WeisCenter for the latest information. 
For more information about performances at the Weis Center for 
the Performing Arts, visit the web site or search for the Weis Center 
on Instagram, Facebook, Twitter or YouTube. 

The Weis Center for the Performing Arts at Bucknell University is proud to 
annonce it will, once again, host live performances! The season kicks off 

with a free outdoor concert on Aug. 27 with Amythyst Kiah.

https://sciatwork.com/susqueflex/
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BETTER TOGETHER

secv.com/internet • 800.522.2389

Whole-Home 
Wi-Fi System

 Speeds 
— up to — 
1 GIG

Saturday, Aug. 7 
Visit: 

www.susquehannavalleycasa.com

210 Main St. 
Watsontown, PA 17777 

570-538-2582

166 Eighth St. 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

570-473-8888

2006 W. Market St. 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 

570-768-4792

http://www.secv.com
http://mypromotionalneeds.com
https://www.susquehannavalleycasa.com/new-events/2021/8/7/3rd-annual-ride-for-the-child
https://www.facebook.com/REMAXBridges/


CALL 570-742-8541 OR VISIT US TO GET STARTED 
80 Broadway Street   Milton, PA 17847  www.miltonsavingsbank.com

     

!  Mortgage and  
Construction Loans

!  Home Equity Loans
!  Personal and 

Collateral Loans

YEARS STRONG

1920 2021
LOCAL 
BANKING

ASK HOW 
YOU CAN GET 

 PRE-QUALIFIED!

alL LENDING DECISIONS 

MADE LOCALLY!

570-742-8541
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It costs you nothing to be kind 
 
While the yard signs throughout the region 
have been great reminders, and the chal-
lenge to “Be Kind” has been a great exercise, 
we really need to practice this each and 
every single moment of the day. 
You’ve heard it before, but I will say it again. It COSTS 
NOTHING to BE KIND. Sure, you can do something that costs 
money to be kind, but it’s not needed. It could be a kind word, 
sharing a smile, giving a compliment, giving encouragement or 
sharing a hug. All of this cost nothing and will make a big impact 
on the recipient and you, too. 
I see kindness among the Central PA Chamber family regularly, 
and it makes me beam with pride and makes my heart swell. For 
example, recently, a fledging business owner purchased the 
membership for another new business. What a beautiful thing to 
help another in a like situation. I am guessing this will create a 
great bond between the individuals who did not know one an-
other until we made the connection. In this case, the business 
owner who purchased the membership for another business 
asked us to pick the business who would benefit the most. 
Another recent example is a business leader who is a sponsor 
for Leadercast Live 2021. They received a complimentary seat 
to the world’s largest one-day leadership event and asked me to 
find someone who wanted to attend but just did not have the 
funds to make it this year. 
A few weeks ago, I received a message from a community mem-
ber who wanted to tell me about their experience with a member 
business I personally recommended to them.  They said, “I was 
so moved by the kindness of the staff at Lewisburg Pharmacy 
that I was nearly moved to tears. I am so happy that you sug-
gested I go there.” 
Sometimes, myself included, we are so focused on the fast pace 
of today’s living, and we fail to realize it only takes a second to 
make a difference with an act of kindness. It takes no time to tell 
someone how great they did, or better yet, tell their manager 
how great they did. Too often we only hear what we did not do 
well. If someone looks nice today, don’t be afraid to tell them. If 
someone seems down on their luck, don’t be afraid to talk to 
them and see if you can brighten their day.   
In closing, I must share that my current computer screen saver is 
a photograph of a woman who I only met for a few seconds and 
just know her first name (Darnella), but she made such an im-
pact on me. 
I’ve been working on a special project for a year now, trying to 
strengthen the connection between businesses and the availabil-
ity of qualified and worthy people reentering the workforce after 
serving time in jail. This is a project I willingly added to my nor-
mal work expectations as I felt it was something much needed. 
This woman came up to me and thanked me for my efforts and 
my eyes welled up with tears, and I asked her if I could take a 
picture with her. Her thanking me made me remember what it is 
that made me take on this project! 
Please, remember, your wallet doesn’t have to be, nor should it 
be, the key to delivering happiness.  Now go and be kind, and 
you’ll be richer in so many ways. 
 

 
 

Tea Jay Aikey 
President & CEO 

tjaikey@centralpachamber.com

Time with Tea Jay Breakfast Briefing

Great to see so many new and familiar faces at the most 
recent Breakfast Briefing on July 16, sponsored by A&A 
Construction and Services! Owner Adam Wagner talked 
about some of the recent projects he completed for area 
homeowners. Learn more at www.aaconstructionandser-

vices.com. The Central PA Chamber holds Breakfast Brief-
ings monthly at its location, giving members and guests the 

opportunity to network, learn more about each other and 
the Chamber. Breakfast included!  

Register at www.centralpachamber.com. 

http://www.miltonsavingsbank.com
http://centralpachamber.com/teajay-aikey/
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Looking for employees?
LEWISBURG - As an employer, you’re not alone when it comes 
to needing employees, but that doesn’t mean you have to find 
them alone. 
For the second time this year, so far, the Central PA Chamber of 
Commerce has co-organized a job fair at the Union County Re-
source Center, as a way to introduce applicants to employers in 
desperate need of workers. 
Throughout the day on June 24, people of various backgrounds 
and skills stopped in to meet the six employers present, includ-
ing members: Strong Spas, Thermal Product Solutions, First 
Commonwealth Bank and RiverWoods. 
Read President & CEO Tea Jay Aikey’s column on page 10, and 
you’ll understand leading people to life-changing careers has 
become a passion of hers, especially those who need a second 
chance after being incarcerated. 
“Seeing individuals who are looked down upon for their past and 
want to make a positive change for their future is so heartwarm-
ing and inspirational to me,” she said. “I hope more and more 

employers learn how they can become a valuable asset.” 
Regardless of work history or otherwise, everyone seeking a job 
is welcome to attend these job fairs, and employers are being 
sought for the next two in 2021. For more information, contact 
Aikey at 570-742-7341 or tjaikey@centralpachamber.com. 
The Central PA Chamber has been providing other ways to as-
sist employers, including maintain a list of job postings on its 
web site and hosting Seminar & Trainings Series classes of in-
terest. 
The next such class is happening soon from 9 to 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 4, called “Hidden Talent Pool: Benefits of Hir-
ing Reentrants”. Register to attend the free class at www.cen-
tralpachamber.com/events. 
To place your job posting on the Chamber’s web site, e-mail an 
existing link, flyer or text job description to Jeff Shaffer at jshaf-
fer@centralpachamber.com.

Kelli Stimely, Director of Human Resources and Safety for Thermal 
Product Solutions (TPS), attends her first job fair with the Central PA 
Chamber and shares with applicants their number of great openings 

and benefits.

A job applicant has a conversation with leaders from local First Com-
monwealth Bank branches. From left: Tonya Robbins, Financial Solu-
tions Center Manager in Milton; Ashley Parrish, Financial Solutions 
Center Manager in Lewisburg; and Nicole Dunn, Human Resources.

https://locations.theupsstore.com/pa/lewisburg/325-n-10th-st
https://centralpachamber.com/why-us/


12-Central PA Chamber of Commerce IT’S YOUR BUSINESS

Pennsylvania Business Central 
 
STATE COLLEGE - Four Central PA Chamber member busi-
nesses, and the women that run them, were recognized among 
the “Top 50 Women Owned Businesses” in Pennsylvania Busi-
ness Central’s WomeninBusiness publication. 
Released at the end of June, it includes: Lauren McDonald of 
The Wealth Factory, Mary Anne Fleisher of AIM Innovative Mar-
keting, Angela Hummel of Angela Hummel Consulting and Car-
olyn McGlinn of A New Design Landscape & Stone. 
Here is what WomeninBusiness published about each of 
them… 
“In 2012, Lauren McDonald put her prior business savvy to 
work making a difference and focusing on an underserved seg-
ment of the financial serv-
ices market – women’s 
financial planning and sup-
port. Lauren is highly quali-
fied to provide objective 
financial guidance, invest-
ment opportunities, and strategies with passion and compas-
sion. The tone for client interaction at The Wealth Factory, Inc. 
comes from Lauren’s wisdom of real-life experience. Lauren 
has learned to understand how financial, personal and profes-
sional aspects of life can intersect and change. Prospects and 
clients deserve a warm welcome, a thoughtful and interactive 
conversation, and a personalized plan. Lauren, a fully licensed 
LPL Financial Advisor, works alongside fellow LPL Financial 
Advisor, John Machak, in providing families and businesses 
with retirement planning and financial services to meet the 
needs of a lifetime. By leveraging the resources at LPL Finan-
cial, Inc., clients get access to the largest independent firm 
without proprietary products guaranteeing objective advice.” 
“Mary Anne Fleisher is a communications professional with 
nearly 35 years of experience in media buying, commercial 
writing/editing, social 
media, and sales. Her skills 
include planning and budg-
eting media buys for news-
paper, radio, TV, Google, 
Facebook, E-mail market-
ing, copywriting for commercials, brochures, public relations, 
blogging, social media, web sites, and magazines. She started 
her career as a radio sales manager at the FM station owned 
by her husband. She was a top salesperson for eight years and 
received her ‘Certified Radio Marketing Consultant’ certification 
from the Radio Advertising Bureau. In 1992, she also applied 
and won the FCC license for an FM Station in Beaver Springs, 
Pa. After selling the radio station, she started AIM Innovative 
Marketing. Aim Innovative Marketing specializes in meeting the 
needs of small local business, my past skills, and new media 
expertise is what small businesses need in this post-COVID 
time.” 
“Angela Hummel Consulting is a coaching and consulting prac-
tice based in Central PA focused on leadership, organization, 
talent and team development. The president and owner, Angela 
Hummel, holds professional certifications in Human Resources, 
Talent Development, and Coaching and has over 20 years of 
experience. The business serves coaching clients, especially 
women leaders in transition, aspiring to higher levels or those 
wanting to transition out of executive roles through career 
coaching, interview preparation, and resume design. The busi-

ness has an extensive portfolio, serving as an organization’s 
training solution or an extension of an HR team. Through key 
partnerships, the practice 
brings the right solution to 
the table. The owner is a 
faculty member at the 
Global Institute of Organi-
zational Coaching and is 
developing curriculum to certify organizational coaches world-
wide. She is also the co-founder of Radiant & Resilient Leader-
ship, where she and her business partner focus on serving 
healthcare and long-term care clients. You can learn more 
about Angela Hummel Consulting or schedule a complimentary 
introductory call at www.angelahummel.com or on LinkedIn or 
Facebook.” 
And, “A New Design Landscape & Stone, Inc. is a Pennsylva-
nia Certified Disadvantaged Business Enterprise and Woman 
Owned Small Business 
specializing in custom land-
scape construction and de-
sign, as well as a 
manufacturer and distribu-
tor of natural stone prod-
ucts; and commercial snow removal services. Established in 
August of 2011, they help you envision your dreams. A New 
Design Landscape & Stone will create the outdoor paradise 
you always dreamed of. Whether it is an outdoor kitchen, pool 
house, pergola, pavilion, walkway, or fireplace, they work with 
each person to find the perfect look for their home or business. 
they specialize in creating outdoor spaces that offer you enjoy-
ment and relaxation for years to come. Using the latest com-
puter technology, they are able to present a photographic 
representation allowing one to visualize the project. Whether 
you are a homeowner, builder/contractor, or architect, there is 
no match to the pride you feel when you see the breathtaking 
beauty that natural stone adds to your project. Natural stone 
conveys your vision from the look of bold ruggedness to so-
phisticated elegance. A New Design Landscape & Stone, Inc. 
also offers landscaping design and maintenance as well as 
grass cutting, lawn maintenance, and snow removal for com-
mercial businesses in the surrounding area.” 
Congratulations to all winners and nominees! 
 
Strong Spas 
 
NORTHUMBERLAND - Joseph Petruso and Amanda Frits, pro-
duction floor managers at Strong Spas, recently completed 
Lean training and are now certified. 
Lean Thinking and Lean Manufacturing is focused on identify-
ing, reducing or eliminating waste from a process to make it 
more efficient. 
The idea behind Lean is to “Continually Improve” or Continuous 
Improvement (C/I) and eliminate the eight forms of waste 
(Transportation, Inventory, Movement, Waiting, Over produc-
tion, Over processing, Defects and Skills not utilized (aka TIM-
WOODS).   
When you are certified, you are always looking for TIMWOODS 
every day to keep leaning out your processes to make them as 
profitable and repeatable as possible. 
Key items in most lean journeys include 5S programs to clean 
up and organize and area. The 5S’s represent five Japanese 
words that have been Americanized to: Sort, Set in order, 

Members Recognized
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Shine, Standardize and Sustain, which essentially describe a 
step-by-step process to identify, organize and keep an area 
clean and organized. 
In order to begin, you must start by understanding your current 
situation, which is done by Value Stream Mapping (VSM), 
PDCA (Plan Do Check Act), 5 Why’s, Fishbone diagrams, Stan-
dard Work, to get to the root cause of your inefficiencies.  
Through the process you identify your ideal future state, and 
you create target states, which become your small wins along 
the way to keep you progressing towards the ideal state. 
Once you know what you need to improve on, you can em-
ployee many different methods to eliminate the waste that was 
identified.

Evangelical Community Health and Wellness was recently pre-
sented a check nearing $15,000 by Jersey Mike’s Subs in 

Lewisburg to support health education programs and low/no 
cost screens provided by the hospital to members in the com-
munity. Each year in March, Jersey Mike’s franchises pick a 
charity of choice to give back to the community in which they 

work. Donations throughout the month and 100 percent of sales 
on their actual Day of Giving (not just profits, but all proceeds 
that day) were given to Evangelical. The Lewisburg franchise 

has supported the hospital since its opening in 2016. From left, 
are: Sheila Packer, Evangelical Community Health and Well-

ness Manager; Matt Patterson, President, Happy in the Valley, 
LLC and Owner of Jersey Mike’s Lewisburg; and Jersey Mike’s 

Associates Lauren Yost, Jenelle Yarger, Holly Deveaux and 
Samantha Paules. 

and Original  
Local Programming

secv8.com

Exclusively on Service Electric Cablevision  
Channels 508 HD | 8 SD | On Demand

LIVE
SPORTS
high school

Amanda Frits and Joseph Petruso

DANVILLE - Focus Central 
Pennsylvania is pleased to an-
nounce it has received a 
$3,550 grant from the PPL 
Foundation.  
These funds will support the 
Elite Prospect Marketing Pro-
gram Driving Economic 
Growth. This grant will allow 
Focus Central PA to engage 
with an annual comprehensive 
and full-service business at-
traction program provided by 
Global Site Location Industries, 
LLC (GSLI).  
The program will provide a 
qualified pipeline of project 
leads and put Central Pennsyl-
vania in front of expanding 
companies looking for locations 
to invest in. This program offers 
interactive micro-sites, social 
postings, news postings, free 
trade shows & VIP events, 
along with the ability to submit 
and directly engage with all ac-
tive projects. Through seven 
lead generation pillars GSLI 
has advised over 2,100 compa-
nies on sites that fit their needs. 
This initiative will increase the 
exposure of Central Pennsylva-
nia site opportunities to key tar-
get audiences of site selectors 
and company decision-makers 
through strategic marketing 

outreach via social media, net-
working events and promotion.  
Attracting quality investment to 
Central Pennsylvania drives 
smart economic growth, pro-
vides quality career opportuni-
ties and secures quality 
companies that win in the mar-
ketplace, win in the workplace 
and win in the community. 
The PPL Foundation awards 
annual grants through a com-
petitive application and review 
process. 
Focus Central Pennsylvania is 
a non-profit with the mission to 
attract investment that culti-
vates economic growth in Cen-
tral PA. The regional partners in 
this mission include Columbia, 
Montour, Snyder, Northumber-
land, Union, Centre and Mifflin 
counties. 
Through strategic partnerships, 
the PPL Foundation supports 
organizations working to create 
vibrant, sustainable communi-
ties; promote diversity, equity 
and inclusion; and empower 
each citizen to fulfill her or his 
potential. The PPL Foundation 
contributes more than $3 mil-
lion annually to a wide variety 
of nonprofit organizations. 
To learn more, visit 
www.pplcares.com.

Focus Central PA  
receives PPL grant

http://www.secv.com
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 Ribbon Cuttings
Congratulations to Pinpoint Federal Credit Union! We 
helped them celebrate their new location at 37 Ferry 
Lane, Milton, with a ribbon cutting ceremony on June 
29. It was followed by free food and fun into the after-

noon. Pictured, from left: Tea Jay Aikey, Central PA 
Chamber President & CEO; Jeff Shaffer, Central PA 
Chamber Communication Director and Pinpoint FCU 
Board Member; Jeff Rearick, Board Member; Tiffany 
Blauch, Member Lending Advocate, Pinpoint FCU; 

Brenda Raker, CEO, Pinpoint FCU; Courtney McGov-
ern, VP of Operations, Pinpoint FCU; Jason Budman, 
Board Chairman; Mark Shearer, Board Member. The 
new, modern-looking facility provides plenty of addi-
tional space and amenities to serve members better, 
including two drive-thru lanes and ATM, coin counter 

and even a charging station for electric vehicles. 
Learn more at www.pinpointfcu.org.

Congratulations to Abe's Custom Woodworking! We 
helped them celebrate the grand opening of their retail 

location at 416 Chestnut St., Mifflinburg, on July 15. 
Cutting the ribbon is Summer Showers, granddaughter 
of owners Bob Sr. and Debbie Showers. From left: Mif-

flinburg Mayor David Cooney; Karen and Larry Hen-
dricks, friends and organizers of the Valley Outdoors 
Cabin Fever Expo where the Showers got their start; 
Congressman Fred Keller; Bob Sr.; sons Bob Jr. and 
Justin, also Summer's father; Debbie; Union County 
Commissioner Jeff Reber; Tammy Musser, Debbie's 
sister; state Rep. David Rowe; Cory Lehman, realtor 

with Berkshire Hathaway who helped with the building 
acquisition, also family friend and youth pastor at Free-
dom Life Church, Montandon; and Tea Jay Aikey, Cen-

tral PA Chamber President & CEO. It was a great 
turnout with lots of items on display. Learn more at: 

www.abeswoodworking.com.

LEWISBURG - The First Community Foun-
dation Partnership of Pennsylvania (FCFP) 
announced the launch of the Campaign for 
Rider Park.   
This campaign is the first fundraising initia-
tive to provide capital improvements to the 
867-acre park. It features over 10 miles of 
hiking trails leading to three breathtaking 
vistas and is one of Pennsylvania’s great 
scenic and recreational treasures.   
The land was a bequest from Thomas J. 
Rider (1896-1988) and is owned and oper-
ated by FCFP.  A local businessman and 
civic leader, Rider wanted to share his love 
of recreation and the outdoors with the res-

idents of Lycoming County. 
In past years, traffic studies have shown 
Rider Park averaged over 25,000 visitors 
annually.  The pandemic placed greater 
emphasis on parks, open spaces, and 
recreation areas and Rider Park was not 
immune to this trend. The increase in park 
users brought more exposure and resi-
dents seeing it as a resource they would 
continue to take advantage of for years to 
come.   
Inspired by Rider’s legacy, the park will un-
dergo over $500,000 in future park im-
provements focusing on the infrastructure 
in 2022.  The project will include an en-

hanced road and parking area, as well as 
a new pavilion and rain gardens. Funds 
raised during the campaign will increase 
access and capacity at the Park.  
President & CEO Jennifer D. Wilson, said 
“The Foundation is a proud steward of Mr. 
Rider’s legacy. The FCFP Board of Direc-
tors continue to invest in this property, 
which provides opportunities for recreation, 
exploration and respite in Lycoming 
County.” 
For more information on Rider Park or to 
support the campaign, contact Jason Mc-
Cahan, Director of Philanthropy, at 570-
321-1500. 

FCFP fundraises for local park



August 2021 Central Pa Chamber of Commerce-15

Congratulations to Middle Creek Signs on celebrating 25 years 
in business this year! Actually, the milestone was reached two 
years ago, but Doug and Trish Brill admit they ‘weren’t paying 
attention, so we’re celebrating now!’ Above is the couple when 
they started in 1994. Below is a more recent photo with their 

son, Dan, who joined the family business. Congratulations from 
your friends at the Central PA Chamber! Learn more about 

MCS at www.middlecreeksigns.com.

Susquehanna Community Bank at 940 High St. in West Milton began 
an extensive renovation at the beginning of July, and it will continue 

throughout the fall. The bank will remain open for business during ren-
ovations. The vision for the branch remodel reflects their commitment 
to invest in the communities they serve while continuing to provide a 

better banking experience throughout the Susquehanna Valley.  
Susquehanna Community Bank has six other offices located in Lewis-
burg, Mifflinburg, Watsontown, Beaver Springs, Northumberland and 

Williamsport. Updates on the renovation progress can be found on the 
bank’s Facebook page.

‘25ish’ yearsCORAL SPRING, Fla. - Wel-
come Wagon, with a mission to 
help brands and local busi-
nesses reach local movers has 
announced it’s been acquired 
by the Porch Group to join V12, 
the leader of Porch’s marketing 
software and services division.  
By joining forces with V12 and 
Porch, Welcome Wagon is able 
to provide a broader suite of 
solutions to help customers to 
grow. 
Founded in 2013 by technology 
entrepreneur Matt Ehrlichman, 
Porch is the “Vertical Software 
Company For The Home”, pro-
viding software and services to 
over 11,000+ home service 
companies such as moving 
companies, home inspectors, 
large utility companies, and 
real estate professionals. 
These companies use Porch’s 
services to improve their oper-
ations, grow their business, 
and improve their customer ex-
periences. In turn, Porch is in-
troduced to their customers to 
provide an integrated suite of 
services to assist from initial 
move through the homeowner-
ship process. 
V12 is a leading provider of 
customer acquisition and reten-
tion software and services, pro-
viding a new breed of 
marketing blending technology, 
data, and analytics to drive ac-
celerated results. V12 offers 

comprehensive solutions that 
leverage industry-leading data, 
in-market shopping indicators, 
state-of-the-art analytics and 
end-to-end omnichannel mar-
keting execution, all powered 
by a powerful Customer Data 
Platform, V12 Velocity. 
V12 recently launched 
MoverTech, a suite of propri-
etary technology and data solu-
tions to drive a new generation 
of mover marketing.  
“We understand the needs of 
our clients are constantly grow-
ing and this acquisition allows 
us to be part of a company that 
can bring even broader solu-
tions to help that growth,” said 
Maria De La Salas, Welcome 
Wagon President. “We want to 
emphasize that you will con-
tinue to enjoy the same quality 
products and commitment to 
service you currently receive 
from Welcome Wagon. 
V12 and Porch are a great fit 
for Welcome Wagon's 
culture.They are similarly dedi-
cated to helping local busi-
nesses and national brands 
thrive. Their resources, focus 
and extensive mover marketing 
assets will help Welcome 
Wagon and in turn, you, con-
tinue to grow and expand. 
She can be reached at 
m a r i a . d e l a s a l a s @ w e l -
comewagon.com.

Welcome Wagon acquired

https://pinpointfcu.org
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Business & Education

 

Lisa Hess, an accountant at Mifflinburg Bank & Trust, 
recently visited the Mifflinburg Intermediate School to 
teach lessons on budgeting, credit card use, writing 

checks and saving money to the 3rd-grade class. She 
visits local schools annually to help teach kids valuable 

lessons on saving and money management. ‘I feel it’s 
important to plant the seed of financial knowledge at an 

early age and hope that it will start a conversation 
within their family,’ Hess said. Along with Hess’s school 

visits, Mifflinburg Bank & Trust traditionally hosted 
bank tours for the Mifflinburg Intermediate School’s 3rd-
graders each year. The bank hopes to continue with the 
tours in 2022 after the pandemic postponed the event in 

2020 and 2021.

Big winners
 
Pictured are the three winners of this year’s 
Golf Ball Drop!, sponsored by Service 1st Fed-
eral Credit Union and held during the annual 
Business & Education Golf Tournament on 
June 25. With the use of a crane from T-Ross 
Brothers Construction, golf balls were dropped 
onto a practice green at Bucknell Golf Club to 
determine the winners. Taking first place and 
$1,040, at left, was Andy McDonald, son of 
Lauren McDonald of The Wealth Factory. The 
check was presented by Education Coordinator 
Michael Porter. Second, and winning $416, at 
lower left was Andy Sanchez of Strong Spas. 
This check was presented by Chamber Presi-
dent & CEO Tea Jay Aikey. And, third, winning 
$208, was Hunter Nelson of Thermo Fisher 
Scientific. He is flanked by Porter and Link Har-
ris, manufacturing supervisor.

http://centralpachamber.com/business-and-education-association/
http://centralpachamber.com/business-and-education-association/
http://centralpachamber.com/business-and-education-association/
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Preparing the future workforce 
 
This month marks the beginning of a new 
school year for many schools and students in 
our region. Whether you are a business owner, 
teacher, student or even a parent of a student, 
you will be impacted as students return to the 
classroom and region.  
These moments bring about a lot of great opportunities for all par-
ties involved. As students begin returning to school, they can learn 
more about what career pathways they have available to them 
through many programs, including the Central PA Career Fair held 
locally at the Milton Area High School.  
The Central PA Career Fair is held annually with over 1,000 stu-
dents in attendance each year. Usually there are more than 50 dif-
ferent businesses and organizations representing many industries 
that students can work in upon graduation of high school if not 
sooner. The opportunity to highlight these options to the students is 
going to be even more instrumental in obtaining the workforce you 
desire in your place of business. 
Many of the students that attend this Career Fair are also participat-
ing in our School Counts! program. 
The School Counts! program helps to highlight many different “soft” 
skills that local students exhibit during their time in high school. 
Some of these skills include a great work ethic, great attitude, great 
attendance and punctuality. Throughout each school year, students 
must meet certain requirements to prove their commitment to these 
soft skills. At the end of each year, students receive a certificate 
from the Central PA Chamber and their high school principal stating 
these students showcased these skills. In addition, if students com-
plete this for three consecutive years, they receive a letter of recom-
mendation and after four years, they receive a Master Certificate.  
As a business owner, you can help support these students by par-
ticipating in the School Counts! program, too! It’s as easy as visiting 
our web site page at, www.centralpachamber.com/school-counts, 
and then clicking “Register Your Business”. By doing so, you are 
stating that you value these key soft skills in an employee and 
pledge to prioritize your hiring selections by finding individuals with 
a School Counts! credential. Upon registration, a decal is sent to 
you to display in your window as well to help the employee find you.  
In addition, we offer great educational opportunities to help train 
your future employees as well. We have both in-person and online 
seminars available throughout the year. This is a great way for them 
to develop their knowledge and skills while also having the opportu-
nity to network with fellow chamber members. 
Educate yourself on these programs and you, too, will grow! 
 
 

Michael Porter 
Education Coordinator 

mporter@centralpachamber.com

Michael’s Minutes

La Primavera 
Italiano Ristorante

 & Pizzeria 
Fine Italian Cuisine

Banquet Room Facilities  
holds up to 160 people

Titolari: Vito & Salvatore Mazzamuto
Rt. 45 west     Lewisburg, PA     Telephone: (570) 523-1515
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New scholarship
DANVILLE - The Community Giving Foundation: Danville is pleased 
to announce the creation of a new scholarship fund to support 
Danville Area High School students.  
The Royer Family Scholarship Fund was established by siblings 
Brent, Chris, and Heather in honor and memory of their family and 
the support the Danville community has shown them over the years. 
The Royer family has always shown a commitment to education and 
service in the local community. At the prompting of a local Danville 
educator and business owner, the siblings chose to set up a schol-
arship fund at the Foundation in honor of their father, Dr. Thomas 
Royer, and in memory of their mother, Mary Jane Ferdinand Royer, 
and their sister, Dr. Gwyneth Royer. Each was committed to the suc-
cess and community feeling in Danville through careers and volun-
teerism in many areas, including the Ronald McDonald House, 
Camp Victory, Danville School Board, and growth of the Geisinger 
Health System, Life Flight, and Geisinger Care Center. The family 
has also participated in many wonderful activities the community has 
to offer, including Danville Community Singers and Danville High 
School cheerleading and forensics programs. 
The Royer Family Scholarship Fund will award a one-year scholar-
ship to Danville graduating seniors pursuing a career in the Arts. 
Consideration will be given to students enrolling in a certification pro-
gram, associates, or undergraduate degree program with a career 
focus including journalism, music, fine arts, digital media, or other 
related fields. Special consideration will be given to students who 
participated in Danville’s forensics program. 
Contributions can be made to the Royer Family Scholarship Fund 
online at www.csgiving.org. 

http://centralpachamber.com/michael-porter/
http://www.laprimaverarist.com
http://centralpachamber.com/school-counts/
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Providing support 
 
Summer days are starting to wind down, and 
soon we will be thrown back into the chaos of 
back-to-school and end-of-year holidays!  
How did you spend your summer? Did you 
take a much-needed vacation? Did you work 
through it, and grow your skills, so you can run an even more ef-
ficient business/organization? No matter what type of summer 
you had, you should be prepared to enter the new season with 
more enthusiasm on where your business is going and how to 
get it to the top. 
How can the Central PA Chamber of Commerce help you with 
this? Let’s look at some the pressing issues for businesses 
these days. If you are looking to grow your employee base, here 
at the Chamber, we have a couple of ways to help you get the 
word out.  
One is our “Job Opportunities” page on our web site. We cur-
rently have around 60 listings from area businesses that are 
looking for employees. We keep this list updated and share it on 
our social media platforms as much as we can. If you know 
someone who is looking for a job, or needs employees, make 
sure they check this out! If you would like to add your job oppor-
tunities to the list, contact Jeff Shaffer at jshaffer@central-
pachamber.com. 
Another way we are assisting with the employment need is by 
holding job fairs throughout the year. So far, we have had two 
successful fairs with several employers taking part. These fairs 
are allowing people to have on-the-spot interviews and to learn 
more about the various positions open in our region. If you 
would like to learn more information on how to get involved, con-
tact Tea Jay Aikey at tjaikey@centralpachamber.com. 
We’re also happy to share that our Legislative Events will con-
tinue and be held, once again, at a familiar location - the Coun-
try Cupboard in Lewisburg. No matter your political preference, 
these events help our business leaders and communities know 
what is going on with our government at the local, state and fed-
eral level. Attending is a great way to ask questions directly to 
elected officials.  
We all know there are more issues businesses face every day, 
but this will give you hope that you are not alone in facing them. 
The Central PA Chamber of Commerce has your back and will 
continue to update you on how we are going to assist you mov-
ing forward. 
 

 
Jessica Williams 

Finance & Membership Director 
jwilliams@centralpachamber.com

Jessica’s Jottings

The Cozy Kids Co. devoted the spring 2021 MGMT 101 se-
mester at Bucknell University to Kelsey’s Dream. The mission 
of the company was aiming their focus and energy on helping 
the children. They held different events and activities in col-
laboration with Kelsey’s Dream to raise money and support 

young children with childhood cancer. As a cohesive team, all 
27 members of The Cozy Kids Co. nurtured and grew the 

company to what it has become today. By the end of project 
operations, they hand-made 34 blankets with comforting 

notes for Kelsey’s Dream, raised $3,156 with an Instagram 
Bingo and a Virtual 5K week, hosted a Zoom Game Night to 
connect with the children with cancer at a local hospital, and 
created Hopper the Cancer Crusher videos for hospitals to 

share with the children and keep for future use.‘Their energy, 
drive and passion was impressive, said Kelsey’s Dream CEO 
Tina Kuhns, pictured in front at left with some of the students 
and hand-made blankets. ‘It seemed like each student that I 

worked with was personally committed to our mission; helping 
children with cancer.’ 

http://centralpachamber.com/jessica-williams/
https://www.transitionsofpa.org
http://www.susquehannafire.com


DANVILLE - In May, friends and 
family gathered at Frosty Valley Re-
sort in Danville, for the inaugural 
Kathleen Deegan Hughes Memorial 
Golf Tournament.  
Service 1st Federal Credit Union 
was honored to be the primary 
sponsor for the event, and the golf 
outing raised over $50,000 to fund 
research to one day find a cure for 
Adrenocortical Carcinoma (ACC). 
“Our family is beyond grateful for 
the generosity and support from this 
amazing community,” said John 
Deegan, Kathleen’s brother. “The 
outpouring of love is a true testa-
ment to the impact that Kathleen 
had on every single person that she 
met.” 
In addition to raising funds, the tour-
nament celebrated Kathleen’s re-
silience and charismatic spirit. 
Kathleen, the youngest of four sib-
lings, grew up in Danville and was 
a graduate of Bloomsburg Univer-
sity and a member of Service 1st. 
Kathleen died in January 2020 at 
the age of 29 after battling ACC. 
John also shared Kathleen’s mes-
sage, “Abnormal symptoms in your body are not something you 
should ignore. Seeing a doctor right away is worth your time. Fol-
lowing up on your health can change your life. Be proactive and 
make your health your top priority. Please, share this message with 
your loved ones, because you never know... you could end up saving 
their life.” 
Over 108 volunteers and golfers participated in the inaugural golf 
outing.  

ACC is a rare cancer affecting less than one per one million people 
in the United States per year. 
All proceeds from the tournament benefited the ACC Warriors Fund. 
If you would like to make a donation, payments may be made via 
check to the ACC Warriors, and mailed to: ACC Warriors c/o The 
Deegans, 30 N Glenbrook Ave., Danville PA 17821. To learn more 
visit: www.kathleenhughes.org/acc-awareness. 
For more information, contact Service 1st at 800-562-6049 or visit 
www.service1.org. 
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Do you know what to do in hurricane season? 
 
Hurricane season is already upon us, a six-month period of time 
that can bring damaging wind and heavy rain along the east coast. 
Do you have your home and family prepared? 
Each year, PPL Electric Utilities’ 1.4 million customers can expect 
to be affected in some way by hurricanes – or more commonly – 
their remnants anytime between June 1 and Nov. 30. Severe 
weather can bring trees down on poles and wires and sometimes 
cause power outages. If and when that happens, PPL will be pre-
pared to work around the clock to get the lights back on. 
Here are some things you can do to prepare your family and home: 
• Use surge protectors to help protect appliances and electronics. 
• Have ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) professionally in-
stalled on your outlets.  
• Maintain an emergency kit with food, water, medications and pet 
supplies. 
• Charge phones and other devices before expected storms. 
• Buy battery-powered backup charging devices to have available 
during outages. 
• Have flashlights and batteries available in an easily accessible 
place. 
• Make an emergency plan for your home and/or business and re-
view it regularly with family, co-workers. 

• Keep personal and insurance documents up-to-date and have 
copies of them available. 
• If strong storms are expected, clean out drains and gutters and 
secure outdoor furniture from blowing away. 
While outages do occur, we continue to make investments to bolster 
the reliability of the power we provide. This has helped reduce the 
number of outages our customers experience, and in many cases, 
it has allowed us to stop outages before they even occur. In fact, 
with state-of-the-art automated sensors and switches, plus our ad-
vanced software system, we’ve avoided more than one million cus-
tomer outages since 2015. 
Smart grid devices are just one part of our investments to improve 
reliability for customers. Those devices reduce the size of the area 
affected by an outage by instantly rerouting power around trouble 
spots that may pop up. Additional improvements made are new 
power lines and substations, stronger and more storm-resistant 
poles, and an improved vegetation-management program that has 
led to a 30 percent decrease in customer outages since 2011. 
For more information about hurricanes and preparing for them, visit 
www.ready.gov. For additional safety information from PPL, visit ppl-
electric.com/safety. 
 
- Tracie Witter, 
Regional Affairs Director 
PPL Electric Utilities 
tlwitter@pplweb.com 

Guest Column

Service 1st sponsored event raises $50K

Service 1st Federal Credit Union was honored to sponsor the Kathleen Deegan Hughes Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment. The tournament raised $50,000 to help find a cure for Adrenocortical Carcinoma. From left: Bill Lavage, 

President/CEO, Service 1st; Karen Wood, Chief Experience Officer, Service 1st; Michael Thomas, Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Service 1st; Charlie Deegan; Linda Deegan; and John Deegan. 
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There are 34 9: 56  Central PA Chamber Members representing ?@ states and 12 34  zip codes. 

The most popular Facebook post of July had 56 7834 9: 34  reaches.

In the last 30 days, www.centralpachamber.com web pages were visited 9: 789: ?@56  times.

Join us at these upcoming events!

https://www.trossbrothers.com
https://centralpachamber.com/events/breakfast-briefing-60/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/legislative-event-lynda-schlegel-culver/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/inside-jobs-tour-thermal-product-solutions/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/st-how-to-deliver-a-great-elevator-speech-7/


Wednesday, Aug. 11, 2021 
The Silver Moon Banquet Hall 
137 Silver Moon Lane, Lewisburg, PA

The Central PA Chamber of Commerce 
invites you to attend in-person, or  
virtually, for this world-renowned event!  
 
Change is hard. It's risky. Leadercast 
2021 delivers elite leadership content 
and inspiration from speakers who have 
had the courage to SHIFT.

Learn more/register @  
www.centralpachamber.com/events

Event Partners

Venue Sponsors

For sponsorship opportunities, call 570-742-7341 

Registration Sponsors

WILLIAMSPORT



Ten facts about KPN 
by Mark Carollo, Associate Director of Cooperative Purchasing

1. We go to bid and solicit competitive, 
sealed-bid pricing, on behalf of our 
members. 
Our sole purpose is to save school districts and other public 
agencies time and money by soliciting bids and leveraging 
demand. Cooperatively we can deliver better prices at a 
lower cost of acquisition. Occasionally, we issue requests for 
proposals (RFPs), but the overwhelming majority of our work 
centers on requests for bids, contract awards, and contract 
management. 
 
2. We follow strict bidding procedures 
prescribed by law. 
Since we are a public, education agency, we must follow 
bidding laws applicable to the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia. 
 
3. We get our authority from Pennsylva-
nia State Law. 
KPN is a program of the Central Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit, No. 16. The CSIU is an educational agency established 
by a law passed by the Pennsylvania Legislature in 1971. As 
a public agency, we derive our bidding authority from Penn-
sylvania state law, which extends that right and responsibility 
to local jurisdictions. 
 
4. We have been around a long time. 
We’re no Johnny-come-lately. KPN started its cooperative 
purchasing efforts in 1974, so we may be older than many 
buyers using our program. We use our experience to solicit 
better bids and award useful contracts. 
 
5. We started under a different name. 
Originally, we were the Pennsylvania Education Joint Pur-
chasing Counsel, a regional purchasing cooperative started 
by the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit. We changed 
our name when our program became so popular that 
schools throughout Pennsylvania and the United States 
started using our contracts. 
 

6. We serve agencies throughout the 
United States. 
While we started locally nearly four decades ago, we now 
serve agencies in 43 states with KPN contracts. Each 
member agency exercises its right to use KNP contracts 
under the authority of their own respective state laws which 
contain language allowing them to cooperate with other 
agencies. 
 
7. We invite any public agency to be-
come a member for free. 
While there are no fees to use our contracts, we require that 
you become a member by filling out a short membership 
form and accepting the terms and conditions.  Membership 
is free. Just to mention some types of eligible agencies, our 
membership is open to school districts, intermediate 
agencies, vocational and technical education agencies, 
charter schools, court schools, cities, counties, towns, vil-
lages, court systems, police departments, libraries, com-
munity colleges, universities, non-public schools, states, 
non-profits, and special districts. 
 
8. We cooperate with AEPA. 
We are a founding member of the Association of Educational 
Purchasing Agencies (AEPA) and cooperate with 26 other 
states on many requests for bids so that we can leverage 
national demand to achieve lower bid pricing. 
 
9. We are located in the central heart of 
our state in Milton, Pennsylvania.  
Visit us or send us mail: Central Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit, 90 Lawton Lane, Milton, PA 17847. 
 
10. We work so you can buy immediately 
under a fully legal purchasing instru-
ment. 
After you become a member, you can buy immediately with-
out having to go to bid yourself. We have written the specifi-
cations, advertised for bids, published the bid solicitation, 
accepted sealed bid submissions, evaluated the results, 
awarded to low bidders, and managed awarded vendors. 

Register/learn more @ www.thekpn.org/accounts/register 
or contact Mark Carollo at 570-246-5936 or mcarollo@csiu.org. 


