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It’s amazing how certain situations can 
change your course in life, both large and small. 
Daily habits can lead to changes, or sometimes 
it’s something that happens all at once. 
Regardless, embracing changes and taking 
them head-on is usually sound advice. Tea Jay 
Aikey, President & CEO of the Central PA 
Chamber of Commerce, is a good example of 
that, and I should know. 
You’ll see we’re celebrating her tenth year with the Central PA 
Chamber this month. I’ve been a part of this progression myself for 
the last eight and a half years. Honestly, I’ve never personally seen 
someone so driven and passionate about their job. Not to take any-
thing away from others, but she has excelled in making the most out 
of her work. 
If you’ve known her for any length of time, I’m sure you know this. 
And, our feature starting on the next page gives you some more of 
the back story and how she progressed.  
Congratulations, Tea Jay! You are an inspiration to many! 
We’ve packed a lot more inside this month’s issue. 
Turn to page 8 to learn how you could be named our 2021 Green 
Business of the Year, and turn to page 9 to learn about the upcom-
ing dates for our next class of Raising the Board, designed to build 
the skills and confidence of non-profit board members! 
On page 11, you’ll see that Leadercast Live returns this year! We 
would love to have you be a part of this big event later this summer. 
Susquehanna Valley Community Education Project released some 
big findings on the benefit of a local community college, and Lemur 
Tree Care has come up with timely assessment for the season. 
Find those stories on page 14. 
Enjoy the issue! 

Jeff Shaffer, Editor 
Communication Director 

jshaffer@centralpachamber.com
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Board of Directors

 A&A Construction and Services 
Ann Hilliard - RE/MAX Bridges  
Century 21 Mertz & Associates 

Coldwell Banker Penn One Real Estate 
Contrast Communications  

Davis, Davis & Kaar  
Decal Dynasty   

Evangelical Community Hospital   
Green Ridge Graphics 

Heaven’s Best Carpet Cleaning 
Hosterman Photography & Design 

i3 Point-of-Sale 
iHeartMedia  

Interaction Dynamics Group 
Jersey Shore State Bank   

La Primavera Italiano Ristorante 
Lawton Insurance Agency 

Lewisburg Pharmacy 
LIVIC Civil 

Mifflinburg Bank & Trust  
Milton Savings Bank 

North Central Sight Services  
North Shore Railroad 
On Fire Promotions 

PenTeleData 
PPL Electric Utilities 

Raceway Mobile Storage 
Riverwoods Senior Living Community 

Safeguard Business Systems 
Service 1st Federal Credit Union 

Service Electric Cablevision/SECV8 
Seven Mountains Media 

Sunbury Broadcasting Corporation 
Susquehanna Fire Equipment Company 

 Susquehanna Valley Limousine 
T-Ross Brothers Construction  

The Daily Item 
The Standard-Journal 
The Wealth Factory  

Unique Inspirations Limited 
Watsontown Dental  

Weaver Wireless Consultants 

The Inside Scoop

It’s Your Business Deadlines 
 

April Issue  
News/Ads March 15 -- Flyer Inserts March 19 

 
Interested in advertising in this publication?  

Contact Jeff at jshaffer@centralpachamber.com or  
call 570-742-7341 

 
Find FREE copies of It’s Your Business at these  

Chamber member locations (availability may vary): 
Lewisburg 

Country Cupboard ! Lewisburg Borough ! Lewisburg Hotel 
Lewisburg Pharmacy ! McCann School of Business & Technology   

Mifflinburg 
A+ Office Outlet ! Forest House Hotel 

Milton 
Arrowhead Drive-Inn Restaurant ! Baldwin & Baldwin   

Central Vision Eyecare ! Milton Public Library ! Pinpoint Federal Credit Union   
Northumberland 

RE/MAX River Valley Realty ! W and S Distributors 
Sunbury 

Eclipse Craft Brewing 
Watsontown 

Watson Inn 

Staff
Tea Jay Aikey - President & CEO 

tjaikey@centralpachamber.com 
Jeff Shaffer - Communication Director 

jshaffer@centralpachamber.com 
Michael Porter - Education Coordinator 

mporter@centralpachamber.com 
Jessica Williams - Finance & Membership Director 

jwilliams@centralpachamber.com

Ron Mackley - Chair 
iHeartMedia 

Chris Pinchak - 2nd Vice Chair 
Heaven’s Best Carpet Cleaning 

Alison Hall 
The UPS Store 
Skyler Herb 

Bear Rental 
 Rob Jones 

Milton Public Library 
Lauren McDonald 
The Wealth Factory 

Todd Ross 
T-Ross Brothers Construction 

Adam Wolfe 
Pivot Physical Therapy

Lennea Brown - Vice Chair 
RiverWoods Senior Living Community 
Cheryl Rheppard - Treasurer 
USG 
Joel Harris 
The Salvation Army 
Andrew Hertzler 
XW Construction 
Brad Lawton 
Lawton Insurance Agency 
Ashley Parrish 
First Commonwealth Bank 
Ellen Ruby 
Lewisburg Downtown Partnership 
E. Terry Baldwin - Solicitor 
Baldwin & Baldwin

The President’s Club is an exclusive sponsorship program created to prominently 
recognize companies that contribute to the Central PA Chamber over and above 
their annual membership investment. For more information, call 570-742-7341.

http://centralpachamber.com/membership/presidents-club/
http://centralpachamber.com/membership/presidents-club/
http://centralpachamber.com/membership/presidents-club/
http://centralpachamber.com/board-of-directors/
http://centralpachamber.com/board-of-directors/
http://centralpachamber.com/board-of-directors/
http://centralpachamber.com/board-of-directors/
http://centralpachamber.com/staff/
http://centralpachamber.com/jeff-shaffer/
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Davis, Davis & Kaar
*Wills & Estate Planning * Real Estate* 

*Family Law * Business Law * Personal Injuries * 
 

37 N. Arch Street, Milton, PA 
P.O. Box 319 

 
Phone: 570-742-8777      Fax: 570-742-6155

Attorneys at Law

MILTON - Ask Central PA Chamber President & CEO Tea Jay Aikey 
what a “Chamber” is, and she’ll be able to tell you all about it! Ten 
years ago, though, she didn’t have a clue. 
It was only by circumstances, including job loss, that she found her 
way to the Central PA Chamber. An active member at the time had 
let her know of an opening for someone who could serve as an ad-
ministrative assistant and handle the bookkeeping. In fact, she didn’t 
even know what the popular program Quickbooks was. 
However, “I was never so sure that I was going to get that job,” Tea 
Jay recalled, who felt good about her interview with the late Maria 
Culp, who was President & CEO at the time. 
And, while she was offered the position, there was no one available 
to train her, and she started to figure things out on her own. 
Learning quickly though, she began to make an impact in her role 
while she also looked up to Maria as a “strong female figure.” 
Within a few years, however, the late Bruce Smith took the helm of 
the Central PA Chamber, and this is when Tea Jay really came into 
her own. 
Tea Jay remembers a time when she and Bruce would “butt heads,” 
as she was showing a willingness to take on more responsibility that 
Bruce once held as Membership Director. But, he was someone who 
also encouraged her to develop as a professional and build her self-
confidence. 
“He told me one day I could (be president), but I thought ‘no way,’” 
Tea Jay said. 
Ultimately, she looked at Bruce as a mentor, and especially for his 
natural tendency to have the concern and care for others. 
“His family even became my family,” she said. 

As many longtime members will recall, tragedy struck the Smith family 
and the whole Central PA Chamber family the day of Bruce’s untimely 
passing in May of 2017. It left a hole in the hearts of many, and big 
shoes to fill for the next President & CEO of the Central PA Chamber. 
“I wasn’t even going to apply,” Tea Jay remembered. 
However, through some encouragement  by those close to her she 
did, with the attitude of “what do I have to lose?” 
Considering the growth and prominence of the Chamber, the interview 
process was no easy feat, the second round even left Tea Jay in tears. 
Ultimately, she wasn’t the board of director’s first choice when the de-
cision was made, but she accepted the position after the first choice 
for the job declined. 
“Even then I needed a few days to think about it,” Tea Jay said. 
While she knew the membership inside and out, a glaring weakness 
in the eyes of the interviewers was her lack of experience in “eco-
nomic development”. 
“I was going to show them, and they even told me to slow down,” she 
said. “I had a chip on my shoulder.” 
Her signature accomplishment in economic development, to date, 
was bringing together numerous other decision-makers to apply for 
and receive Keystone Opportunity Zone statues for several properties 
in the Milton area. 
March 16 is Tea Jay’s 10th anniversary with the Chamber, and with 
hindsight looks back prunedly on her personal accomplishments and 
even more so that of the nearly 116-year-old organization.  
The building at 30 Lawton Lane that the Chamber calls home contin-
ues to see improvements on the inside - such as The Smith Room 

Tea Jay Aikey, Central PA Chamber President & CEO, speaks to a room full 
of area leaders in the Lewisburg YMCA at the Miller Center before the intro-

duction of U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey in 2019. Cover photo by Hosterman  
Photography & Design.

See “Tea Jay” (on page 10)

Ten years for Tea Jay

Tea Jay brought together Chamber, school, borough, county and other offi-
cials to persue Keystone Opportunity Zone status for several parcels in the 
Milton area, providing a tax incentive to spur economic development. Their 

application was aproved by the state at the end of 2018. 



The Breaking Bread Company 
281 Hepburn St. 
Milton, PA 17847 
570-742-8292 
jasonletteer@msn.com 
Jason Letteer - Owner 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Breaking-Bread-Company-
327158760792383 
We are a multi-faceted Italian bread and soup maker located in 
Milton. We currently have a brick and mortar location serving lunch 
and dinner. We also offer catering and to-go specialties. 
 
Spark Pixel 
198 Blackberry Hill 
Port Matilda, PA 16870 
814-689-9334 
corey@spark-pixel.com 
Corey Beasley - Owner/Filmmaker 
https://www.spark-pixel.com 
Video Production + Digital Content Studio. Tell your story. Spark 
your audience. We help brands and businesses connect with audi-
ences by creating visual storytelling and branded content that 
sparks. 
 
Pixel and Pebble 
198 Blackberry Hill 
Port Matilda, PA 16870 
814-689-9334 
Livia Beasley - Owner/Chief Pebble Skipper 
https://www.pixelandpebble.com 
A production and development boutique with a mission-minded ap-
proach and a playful voice, PIXEL & PEBBLE creates programs 
and pro-social content that spark little kids to do big things. 
 
Union County Historical Society 
103 S. Second St. 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 
570-524-8666 
dab@unioncountyhistoricalsociety.org 
Daniel Bower - Finance and Programming Coordinator 
https://www.unioncountypa.org/departments/historical-soci-
ety/union-county-historical-society/page.aspx?id=1729 
The Union County Historical Society offers genealogical research 
services for people who want to know more about their family's his-
tory, as well as general research on local businesses and events. 
The historical society also owns the historic Dale-Engle-Walker 
farm house outside of Lewisburg on Strawbridge road, which also 
offers a walking/hiking trail maintained by the Merrill Linn Conser-
vancy. 
 
Photography by David Miller 
276 Bertin Heights 
Williamsport, PA 17702 
570-337-3127 
david@photographybydavidmiller.com 
David Miller - Owner/Photographer 
I'm a professional photographer in Central PA. I take photos of a 
little bit of everything - weddings, products, events, business/com-
mercial, families, sports, and more! I'm a licensed drone pilot and 
take videos. Please, feel free to contact me with any questions. 
Thanks! 
 

Marie Wagner, LMT 
130 Buffalo Road, Ste. 208 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 
570-452-2399 
assistant@marie-wagner.com 
Marie Wagner - Owner/Operator 
https://marie-wagner.com 
Licensed massage therapy specializing in chronic pain relief and 
stress relief. 
 
FayJan Tool Sales Co. 
6751 Route 15 Highway 
Montgomery, PA 17752 
570-547-1601 
bill_fayjay@windstream.net 
William “Bill” Yeagle - CEO 
FayJan is a premier 3M industrial distributor serving the abrasive, 
adhesive, tape and safety markets. Our offices are located in 
Montgomery and York, PA.
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New Members

Membership Renewals
(As of Feb. 15, 2021) 

 
B & W Disposal, Inc. 
Bastian Tire & Auto  
    Centers - Lewisburg 
Bear Rental 
Boy Scouts of America,  
    Susquehanna Council 
Brynwood Rentals - 535, Inc. 
Budman Auto Body 
Camelot Inspections 
Carl Jenkins DDS 
Central Builders Supply  
    Company 
Chevrolet Cadillac of  
    Bloomsburg 
Christ Wesleyan Church 
Edwards Business Systems 
Fairchild Brothers, Inc. 
Green Ridge Graphics 
Herbert, Rowland & Grubic 
Heritage Printing & Design 
Herring, Roll & Solomon  
    - Danville 
Herring, Roll & Solomon  
    - Sunbury 
Hoeganaes Corporation 
John's Carpet & Air Duct  
    Cleaning 
La Primavera Italiano  
    Ristorante 
Larson Design Group  
    - Selinsgrove 
Larson Design Group  
    - Williamsport 
Law Offices of Baldwin  
    & Baldwin 

Lewisburg YMCA at  
    the Miller Center 
Matt Frye  
    - State Farm Insurance 
Meadowbrook Christian  
    School 
Middle Creek Signs 
Milton Regional Sewer  
    Authority 
Milton Savings Bank 
North Shore Railroad  
    Company 
On Fire Promotions 
Peggy Bouton - Coldwell  
    Banker Penn One 
Rotary Club of Milton 
Ryder Supply Chain  
    Solutions 
Service Electric Cablevision 
Shaw Funeral Home 
Sheesley Insurance 
Stahl Sheaffer Engineering 
The Daily Item 
The Standard-Journal 
Susquehanna Fire  
    Equipment Co. 
T-Ross Brothers  
    Construction 
Watson Inn 
Weaver Wireless  
    Consultants 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton  
    International Airport 
WorkForce Temps - Milton 
WorkForce Temps - Sunbury 
Zartman Construction 



M ember Spotlight
 

Angela Hummel, President and Owner 
 

(570) 473-3757 

What makes your business unique?  
In April, we will be opening the only virtual mall 
in the US. The purpose is to try to save local 
brick and mortar businesses from failing dur-
ing the pandemic. 
How do you market your business?  
We will be using almost every method possi-
ble: tele-marketing, print advertising, e-mails, 
video, radio, TV, word-of-mouth and by joining 
several Chambers of Commerce.. 
What is your Mission Statement?  
To allow businesses in North Central PA to 
show and market their goods to customers in 
this area in a virtual mall and charge them 

only $400 a month. 
Advice to those who own a business? 
The best advice I can give to an entrepreneur 
is to think outside the box and look beyond the 
obvious business opportunity. 
Finish this sentence – “On a day off I…” 
Relax and try to clear my mind of what oc-
curred the previous week and look forward to 
the next.  
Words to live by?  
Every adversity, every failure and every 
heartache carries with it the seed of an equiv-
alent or greater benefit! 
 

What are your top 3 company priorities? 
1. Make everyone you work with a success 
and don’t allow negativity to thrive near you. 
2. Love people – because although you can 
love animals and inanimate objects, they have 
no money.  
3. Try as hard as you can to make others 
happy and successful.  
What characteristics do you look for in 
employees? Self confidence and a positive 
attitude. Most importantly a great work ethic. 
What philanthropic causes does your 
business support? SUN Tech, The MDA, St. 
Jude’s Childrens Hospital and a few others. 
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angela@angelahummel.com 

 
www.angelahummel.com 

 
Art Lieberman, President 

 
(570) 308-7700 

 
sunvirtualmall@yahoo.com 

 
www.sunvirtualmall.net 

210 Main St. 
Watsontown, PA 17777 

570-538-2582

166 Eighth St. 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

570-473-8888

633 N. Derr Dr. 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 

570-768-4792

What makes your business unique?  
Angela Hummel Consulting is a full-service 
leadership and talent development consulting 
and coaching practice. I specialize in leader-
ship development and essential skills training 
with a training portfolio of over 80 courses with 
a special interest in women’s leadership. What 
sets me apart is that I have both the education 
and experience as a leadership and talent de-
velopment practitioner. I hold certifications in 
my respective areas of expertise: human re-

sources, talent development, and coaching, 
and I have served in director and executive 
roles in multiple industries and organizations 
throughout my 25-year career.  
How do you market your business? 
LinkedIn and Facebook, where I position my-
self as a thought leader and on my web site. A 
large percentage of my client base comes from 
referrals and repeat business. 
What is your Mission Statement?  
To be the premier leadership development and 
talent development consulting and coaching 
practice in the Central PA area and beyond. 
Advice to those who own a business?  
Running a small business is full of rewards and 

challenges. Don’t be afraid to ask for help and 
find others with strengths that you do not have.  
Words to live by?  
The tagline for my business is: Inform. Inspire. 
Ignite. My desire is to educate and inform my 
clients through self-awareness, learning and 
coaching conversations. Through our coach-
ing and training work, I hope to inspire feelings 
of positivity and resilience. Then, most impor-
tantly, I desire for clients to move to action by 
changing their lives and their organizations by 
applying specific action steps. 
 
 
 

http://decaldynasty.net
https://www.facebook.com/angelahummelconsulting
https://www.facebook.com/REMAXBridges/
https://www.sunvirtualmall.net
https://www.sunvirtualmall.net
https://www.sunvirtualmall.net
https://www.angelahummel.com
https://www.angelahummel.com
https://www.angelahummel.com
https://twitter.com/AngelaJHummel
https://www.linkedin.com/in/angelajhummel/
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What’s Happening

Milton YMCA  
providing supper, snacks
MILTON - The Milton YMCA will provide supper and snacks every 
Wednesday at a drive through distribution site, located at the Mil-
ton YMCA, 12 Bound Ave., to children 18 years old and younger. 
The drive through distribution site is open from 2 to 3 p.m. 
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), one in 
seven children in the U.S. is fighting hunger. Because of school 
closures related to COVID-19, children in the community are even 
more at risk of food insecurity and the rate has increased to one 
in four children fighting hunger. 
In 2020, due to the pandemic and the increased number of fami-
lies facing food insecurities, the Milton YMCA has continued its 
effort of stepping up and doing its part to meet the needs of the 
community. To date, more than 1,850 children have been served 
over 140,000 meals and snacks though the Milton YMCA food 
programs. 
“During times of uncertainty, families can count on the Y to provide 
essential services for the community,” said Ron Marshall, Execu-
tive Director of the Milton YMCA. “The Milton YMCA is committed 
to ensuring kids in our communities have ongoing, uninterrupted 
access to nutrition, especially during these difficult times.” 
Contact Marshall to learn more about the Milton YMCA Food Pro-
grams at rmarshall@gsvymca.org or 570-742-7321. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org
http://covationcenter.org/cohorts/
https://www.facebook.com/Kingdom-Kidz-Inc-172176322826929


Date Event Location Time Cost

3/17/21
Rep. Lynda Schlegel  

Culver Presents:  
Business Startup  

Basics for Central PA 
Online 9 to 11 a.m. Free

3/24/21
Building Your Business 

with Digital Media  
Marketing

Online 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Free

2/25/21
Patent 101 and Other  

Intellectual Property for 
Small Business

Online 9:30 to 11 a.m. Free

Lauri Moon 
Manager, Training & 

Outreach 
570-329-3200 ext 8085 

 
www.imcpa.com/events

Date Event Location Time Cost

3/10/21
Due Diligence - Knowing 
Your Customer, the End 
Use, User & Destination

Webinar 9 to 10:30 a.m. Free

3/23/21
North Central PA Energy 
Efficiency Roundtable: 
Community Resources 

for Your Facility Projects 
Webinar 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Free

3/25/21
Coronavirus Practical Guide 

for those that Power our 
World - FR/AR Clothing & 
FR Cloth Face Coverings

Webinar 12 to 1 p.m. Free
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570-577-1249 
www.bucknell.edu/sbdc

Have you dreamed of being your own boss for many years but don't know where to start?... 
Start with the Bucknell SBDC! 

For more information,  
visit us on Facebook!

http://www.imcpa.com
http://www.bucknell.edu/sbdc
http://www.pfew.org/speaker_series.php
https://centralpachamber.com/events/st-coaching-conversations/
https://www.gsvuw.org
https://www.facebook.com/CentralPAChamberofCommerce/
https://www.facebook.com/CentralPAChamberofCommerce/
https://www.facebook.com/CentralPAChamberofCommerce/
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SECV INTERNET

SPEEDS & SERVICES
TAILORED for TODAY’S NEEDS

Speeds Up to 
1 GIG Whole-Home 

Wi-Fi System

secv.com/internet • 800.522.2389

Feeling green?
MILTON – Once again this 
Earth Day, the Central PA 
Chamber staff will award a 
member with the Green Busi-
ness of the Year Award. 
How has your business been 
good to the environment? Do 
you reduce, reuse and recycle 
whenever possible? Do you 
make eco-friendly choices 
when purchasing 
supplies? The 
ways businesses 
can shrink their 
footprints are 
seemingly endless! 
Applications for the 
Green Business of 
the Year Award will be accepted 
until 4 p.m. on Friday, April 16. 
A member will be visited (if 
able) on Thursday, April 22, 
which is Earth Day. 
If you have filled out the appli-
cation in the past, we strongly 
encourage you to do it again, 
especially if your “green” efforts 
have “grown.” 
Find the form at www.central-
pachamber.com. Click “Green 
Business Recognition” under 
the “Membership” tab on the 
homepage. 
The Central PA Chamber of 
Commerce’s Green Business 
Recognition Program has been 
created to showcase the envi-
ronmental efforts of businesses 
and individuals. The hope is to 

encourage green business 
practices throughout the region. 
Green Business is good busi-
ness! In addition to helping the 
environment, it can save your 
business money and your cus-
tomers and employees will 
value your efforts.  
To be considered for recogni-
tion, you must be: a member of 

the Central PA 
Chamber; Doing 
business in the 
region; and  
D e m o n s t r a t e 
green business 
practices in 
each of several 

major areas. 
For questions, call 570-742-
7341. 
This is the ninth year of the 
award being presented. The 
past Green Business of Year 
Award recipients are: Bear 
Rental, Northumberland, 2020; 
Columbia County Bread & Gra-
nola, Bloomsburg, 2019; Pom-
peii Street Soap Co., 
Mifflinburg, 2018; Arrowhead 
Drive-In Restaurant, Milton, 
2017; Lawrence J. Winans, 
DMD, Lewisburg, 2016; Home-
town Disposal, Sunbury, 2015; 
Central Susquehanna Commu-
nity Foundation, Berwick, 2014; 
Warrior Run Petcare Center, 
Watsontown, 2013. 
 

Tea Jay Aikey, Central PA Chamber President & CEO, presents the 2020 
Green Business of the Year Award to Bear Rental, accepted by Manager 
Skyler Herb. Will your business be known as the ‘greenest’ of them all in 
2021? Complete or update your application by Friday, April 16. Business 
and organizations of all sizes are encouraged to apply. Scores are based 

on individual efforts. Apply and learn more at www.centralpachamber.com. 
Click ‘Green Business Recognition’ under the ‘Membership’ tab on the 

homepage. Every member that does apply earns a ‘Green Business’ des-
ignation on their member listing, which will show potential customers and 

partners that you care about the environment. 

http://www.secv.com
https://centralpachamber.com/membership/green-business-recognition/
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Raising the Board returns for spring
MILTON - The Central PA Chamber of Commerce’s premier class, 
designed to build the skills and confidence of current and future 
non-profit board members, returns in April! 
The spring session of Raising the Board (RtB) will be held from 9 
to 11 a.m. on the following Wednesdays – April 21 & 28, May 5 & 
12 - in the Smith Room at the Central PA Chamber of Commerce, 
30 Lawton Lane, Milton. 
This class is open to any and all Chamber members as well as the 
general public. The cost is $99 for all four sessions and includes 
written materials for further study between classes. 
RtB is broken down into four focus areas: Practice, Act, Apply and 
Connect. Topics range from Vision/Mission and Strategic Planning 
to Fundraising, Advocacy and many more. For a full list of classes, 
visit www.centralpachamber.com/rtb. 
To date, there have been 34 graduates - representing several area 
non-profit organizations - since the program launched two years 
ago. 
“I highly recommend attending,” said Wendy Weaver of Weaver 
Wireless Consulting and a fall 2020 graduate. “For the simple fact 
that if you have the want and need to help your community, and 
want to be a successful board member, there is a lot more to it.” 
Prior to class design, the Chamber spoke with several area non-
profit leaders to better understand what skills needed to be 
strengthened.  
For more information, contact Program Director Jeff Shaffer at 
jshaffer@centralpachamber.com or 570-742-7341. If you’re ready 
to register, visit www.centralpachamber.com/events. Find April 21 
on the calendar. 
Class participants will receive a short questionnaire to complete 
before the first class to better prepare the “mentors” (a.k.a. pre-
senters) for their presentations. 

Raising the Board is held in the spacious Smith Room at the Central 
PA Chamber of Commerce. Here, attendees can social distance while 

still learning the most valuable aspects of being a non-profit board 
member. There have been 34 graduates of the program since it 

launched in early 2019. This has aided several non-profit organizations 
across the region by having better prepared and more knowledgable 
board members. To learn more about RtB, visit www.centralpacham-
ber.com/rtb or contact Program Director Jeff Shaffer at 570-742-7341 

or jshaffer@centralpachamber.com.

http://mypromotionalneeds.com
https://www.csiu.org/yes


CALL 570-742-8541 OR VISIT US TO GET STARTED 
80 Broadway Street   Milton, PA 17847  www.miltonsavingsbank.com

     

!  Mortgage and  
Construction Loans

!  Home Equity Loans
!  Personal and 

Collateral Loans

YEARS STRONG

1920 2021
LOCAL 
BANKING

ASK HOW 
YOU CAN GET 

 PRE-QUALIFIED!

alL LENDING DECISIONS 

MADE LOCALLY!

570-742-8541
0HPEHU�
FDIC
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How do you spend your time? 
 
Remember that how you make others feel 
about themselves says a lot about you! 
That is how I ended my column last 
month. It is also the closing to all of my e-
mails. 
A dear friend who is so inspirational to me for many 
reasons, but most significantly for the way they live their life 
in its entirety, recently sent me a short video to watch. He 
said it wasn’t something he’d typically share, but something 
nudged him to send it to me. I am so grateful that he did, as 
it heightened my sense to what I am about to share with 
you. 
How often in our day-to-day lives do we get busy and forget 
about the people in the “back rooms” of our lives. Some-
times those who need our help are much closer than we re-
alize. As each of us become people who regularly serve 
without judging, people will sense that and will realize that 
you are someone they can reach out to and those opportu-
nities will be multiplied. 
I honestly believe that is one of the most powerful attributes 
of the team that makes up the Central PA Chamber of Com-
merce. We genuinely care about and purposely reach out to 
those who are typically left in the proverbial back room. 
Maybe it’s because we know how it feels to be in the back 
room and never want anyone else to experience that. 
Maybe it’s our servant nature. No matter what it is, I know it 
is a significant reason for the organization’s bountiful suc-
cess before, during and long after this pandemic. 
John F. Kennedy said it best, “One person can make a dif-
ference, and everyone should try.” 
Recently, I read this statement - “If speaking kindly to plants 
helps them grow just imagine what speaking kindly to hu-
mans can do.” It is something so simple like a kind word 
that can have a tremendous impact on another. 
Consider this - we need to redeem the time we are given. 
We need to make the most of our time. We need to make 
good use of the time. If we are going to be good stewards of 
life, business, family, religion or anything else, we must be 
faithful with our time. 
We may not have wealth, influence, a great education or 
come from a prominent family, but the way we redeem our 
time given will endorse us. We will stand out.  
How we treat others is more powerful than our resume. We 
will use our influence to fulfill our purpose.  When our time 
and efforts are tied to helping others, making the world a 
better place, to lifting the fallen we will be taken from obscu-
rity to notoriety. People will see us for who we really are. 
People will see the greatness in us. 
I agree whole-heartedly with Mike Rowe when he said, 
“There’s really no such thing as a non-essential worker.” 
I believe it is not what we do but how we go about doing it.   
 
P.S. - I still have “We’re All Essential” bracelets should you 
want one. Just ask! 
 
 

 
 

Tea Jay Aikey 
President & CEO 

tjaikey@centralpachamber.com

Time with Tea Jay

Training Center - and the outside, including the longlasting metal roof.  
These are all things the recording-setting membership of more than 
500 can use and enjoy. 
What she remains so grateful for, too, is the staff, which together pro-
vides 25 years of Chamber experience. 
“The team we’ve built and the relationships we continue to cultivate 
has members feeling comfortable with us. 
“We genuinely care.” 

Tea Jay along with Dale Moyer of Evangelical Community Hospital, who at 
the time served as Chair of the Board of Directors, signed papers to sell 
the last piece of land owned by the Milton Area Industrial Development 

Association in the Milton Industrial Park at the end of 2019.

“Tea Jay” (from page 3)

http://www.miltonsavingsbank.com
http://centralpachamber.com/teajay-aikey/


March 2021 Central Pa Chamber of Commerce-11

Leadercast  
returns

and Original  
Local Programming

secv8.com

Exclusively on Service Electric Cablevision  
Channels 508 HD | 8 SD | On Demand

LIVE
SPORTS
high school

MILTON – It goes without saying that 2020 put a wrench in 
the plans of most people, which left them spinning their 
proverbial tires. 
Leadercast, the largest one-day leadership event in the 
world was not immune to the COVID-19 Pandemic last year. 
However, through careful planning, it’s making a “shift”. 
Leadercast 2021 – 
Shift will reemerge 
on Aug. 11, and the 
Central PA Chamber 
of Commerce will, 
once again, serve as 
a host site for the re-
gion. Leadercast will 
broadcast live from 
Cincinnati, Ohio to 
hundreds of host 
sites around the globe. 
“Change is constant. Nothing ever goes quite as we 
planned,” according to Leadercast organizers. “If we didn’t 
believe this before 2020, we all know it now. Leaders every-
where are realizing that they must make major shifts in order 
to move forward to achieve their purpose. Changing direc-
tions is hard. It’s risky. But, it’s the only way to get where we 
need to go. The future will be created by fearless, innovative 
leaders who have the courage…to shift.” 
Each year, Leadercast presents a slate of speakers, all 
proven leaders in their respective fields Participants will 
learn from their experiences the practical insights, purpose-
ful actions and catalytic insights that have the power to 
transform them into world-changing, visionary team 
builders. 
Named speakers at this time, include: Guy Raz, author and 
podcaster of “How I Built This”; Rainn Wilson, Emmy-nomi-
nated actor from the hit TV series “The Office”; Cris Carter, 
Pro football Hall of Famer; Liz Bohannon, founder of Sseko 
Designs; Michael Bush, CEO of Great Place to Work; Todd 
Henry, founder of Accidental Creative; and Deni Tato, 
founder of Corporate Consciousness. 
Leadercast is ideal for anyone at any level of leadership. Due 
to the ongoing concerns around COVID-19, the Central PA 
Chamber is currently polling those interested in attending if 
they would rather take part in Leadercast in-person or virtu-
ally.  
For those who have been following along with Leadercast, 
the original date was in May but moved to Aug. 11. 
“Leadership is key to success personally and profession-
ally,” said Tea Jay Aikey, Central PA Chamber President & 
CEO. “We should never cease to improve our leadership 
knowledge, skills and abilities.   
“This one day will undoubtedly impact you in more ways 
than you can possibly imagine. I am excited to see you in 
August.” 
The Central PA Chamber of Commerce will be releasing more 
information in the coming months. If interested in attending, 
call 570-742-7341 or e-mail tjaikey@centralpachamber.com. 

Early in Tea Jay’s career in 2013, she lead the Chamber’s participation in 
Pinpoint Federal Credit Union’s ‘Stuff the Bus’ program. With transporta-
tion by Susquehanna Valley Limousine, the staff delivered supplies do-

nated by the membership to Baugher Elementary School in Milton.

Tea Jay receives one of many embraces at her President’s Reception in 
late 2017, when she accepted the position as President & CEO.

There will be special ‘Throw Back Thursdays’ this 
month to commemorate Tea Jay’s 10 years with the 

Central PA Chamber. Follow us on Facebook!

http://www.secv.com
https://centralpachamber.com/events/leadercast-live-2020-broadcast-shift/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/leadercast-live-2020-broadcast-shift/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/leadercast-live-2020-broadcast-shift/
https://www.facebook.com/CentralPAChamberofCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/CentralPAChamberofCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/CentralPAChamberofCommerce
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Susquehanna Community Bank 
 
WEST MILTON - David S. Runk, 
President and CEO of Susque-
hanna Community Bank, is 
pleased to announce a reorganiza-
tion of Susquehanna Community 
Bank.  
“The Bank’s success is attributed 
to the hard work of our team and 
their ability to work together to pro-
vide our customers with a better 
banking experience,” he said. 
Jeffrey G. Hollenbach has been 
named Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operations Officer. Hol-
lenbach joined the team as Vice 
President/Senior Loan Officer in 
2011. He is a graduate of Ly-
coming College with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Managerial Accounting 
and Finance.   
Diane L. Paulukinas, Vice Presi-
dent of Retail Solutions, has been added as a 
member of the Management Council. Paulukinas 
joined the team as Vice President/Treasury Man-
agement Director in 2016. She is a graduate of the 
Central Atlantic School of Banking and has over 25 
years of banking experience. 
Kate Troxell has been named Treasury Manage-
ment Director. Troxell joined the team as a Com-
munity Banking Officer in 2015 and advanced to 
Treasury Management Associate in 2018. She is a 
graduate of Lewisburg High School and has over 12 years of bank-
ing experience.  
Lorraine Barone has been named Human Resources Manager and 
member of the Management Council. Barone joined the team in 
2020 as a Human Resources Specialist. She is a graduate of 
Johnson & Wales University and has over 16 years of human re-
sources experience. 
Rebecca Yeager has been named Marketing Manager and mem-
ber of the Management Council. Yeager joined the team in 2018 as 
a Marketing Specialist. She is a graduate of Bloomsburg University 
and has over seven years of marketing experience. 
 
SEDA-COG 
 
LEWISBURG - Teri Provost, director of SEDA-
Council of Governments (SEDA-COG) Flood Re-
siliency program, has been selected as vice chair 
of the Pennsylvania Association of State Flood-
plain Managers (PAFPM) board. 
 Provost’s board appointment is from January to 
December this year. 
 Having worked for SEDA-COG, a community and 
economic development agency for 11 central 
Pennsylvania counties, for over 14 years collec-
tively, she aims to bring the agency’s regional approach and her 
experience to the board. 
 “I am extremely grateful and honored to be nominated and ap-
pointed to this position,” Provost said. “I look forward to bringing a 
broader approach to the board and to flood resiliency work across 

the state, while developing my flood manager expertise and rap-
port with industry peers.” 
 SEDA-COG Executive Director Kim Wheeler said Provost’s ex-
pertise will benefit the association and the region. 
“SEDA-COG is pleased to have a member of our staff appointed to 
the board at PAFPM. Teri’s expertise in floodplain management 
and experience working within the varying scales of municipal and 
regional government in Pennsylvania will certainly offer great value 
to their mission. They are fortunate to have Teri join in this leader-
ship capacity,” Wheeler said. 
The association is a statewide organization of floodplain man-
agers, engineers, planners, local, state, and federal officials, and 
water resource professionals whose purpose is to: Promote public 
awareness of integrated floodplain management; Promote a liaison 
and to encourage the exchange of ideas and information among 
individuals and groups concerned with floodplain management, 
and to keep those individuals and groups well informed through 
educational and professional seminars; and, Inform concerned in-
dividuals and groups of pending floodplain management legisla-
tion, regulation, and related matters to advance the effective 
implementation of floodplain management. 
Provost has been a member of the association since 2018. 
 
Kingdom Kidz, Inc. 
 
WATSONTOWN - Kingdom Kidz Inc. has received a correspon-
dence from GuideStar by Candid that they have completed all the 
requirements for the Platinum Seal of Transparency, which demon-
strates their value as an organization with metrics showing their 
progress and results through 2020.  
While receiving the Platinum Seal, they have achieved all four 
seals, which indicate their transparency as a nonprofit.  
For more information concerning Kingdom Kidz, call the office at 
570-838-3133 or visit www.hiskingdomkidz.org. Gifts are tax de-
ductible less the value of any goods provided. Kingdom Kidz Inc. is 
not affiliated with a church or denomination. 
 
Villager Realty 
 
LEWISBURG - Tim Karr, Presi-
dent of Villager Realty, recently 
announced the Agent of the 
Quarter for the last quarter of 
2020 in each of the three Villager 
offices.   
“We can best serve the Susque-
hanna Valley, our friends and 
neighbors and the current econ-
omy by doing our job well and by 
continuing to transfer real estate and meet the 
needs of families here in the valley,” said Karr.  
Agent Gretchen Ballott was selected the ‘All Vil-
lager Realty’ Agent of the Quarter. 
Bellott was distinguished by the Danville office 
while in Northumberland Jessica Herman was 
chosen Agent of the Quarter. Lewisburg selected 
Associate Broker Sabra Karr for recognition.  
“The criteria for Agent of the Quarter includes 
sales production, community and industry service, 
as well as spirit and attitude,” Tim Karr said. “In the 
ongoing restricted environment, it also includes care and safety for 
the clients in every aspect of business.” 

Members Recognized

Diane PaulukinasJeffrey Hollenbach

Lorraine BaroneKate Troxell

Rebecca Yeager

Jessica HermanGretchen Ballott

Sabra Karr

Teri Provost
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Bucknell University Small Business Development Center 
 
LEWISBURG - The Bucknell University Small Business Develop-
ment Center is pleased to welcome two new professionals to its 
team of expert advisers helping businesses start, grow and pros-
per. 
As a bootstrap entrepreneur who grew a success-
ful catering business, Amber Amato de Guerrero 
brings first hand knowledge of the unique chal-
lenges a small business faces throughout its life 
cycle. 
Amber joins the SBDC as a Business Consultant 
and is passionate about helping entrepreneurs 
start and grow successful businesses. 
She also brings nearly a decade of banking expe-
rience to her role and is well versed in business fi-
nance and lending. 
A graduate of Penn State University with a BA in Psychology and a 
minor in Spanish, Amato de Guerrero considers herself a lifelong 
student. Her current areas of interest include personal develop-
ment and online marketing and branding. 
Product development and strategic planning are 
two of Ian Proud's passions. 
Brilliant products that don't match the distribution 
channel, or price points that don't relate to a cus-
tomer's willingness to pay are not so brilliant. 
Strategy is the vital step to closing the gap be-
tween innovation and profitability. 
In his role as Engineering Innovation Manager at 
the SBDC, Proud not only helps small business 
owners connect with Bucknell faculty and students 
in the College of Engineering, but also guides 
clients in thinking about branding, market research and communi-
cations. 
Proud has a BA in 3D Design from DeMontfort University in the 
UK, and an MBA from Loyola College in Maryland. In his career, 
he has developed products as diverse as electronics for play-
ground equipment, blow-molded oil bottles, furniture for children, 
kitchen cabinets and computer hardware. 
Entrepreneurs and small business owners throughout Union, Sny-
der, Montour, Northumberland, Juniata and Perry counties seeking 
to connect with Amato de Guerrero, Proud, and the entire Bucknell 
SBDC team, are invited to visit www.Bucknell.edu/SBDC. 
 
Evangelical Community Hospital 
 
LEWISBURG - Benjamin Keyser, DO, Vascular 
Surgeon, has been named Medical Director of 
Wound and Hyperbaric Medicine at Evangelical 
Community Hospital.  
Wound and hyperbaric medicine is the special-
ized and advanced treatment of wounds. 
In this role, Dr. Keyser provides leadership and 
oversight for the program. He is integral in the 
creation of policy surrounding the service, assur-
ance of quality initiatives, and ensuring the pro-
gram continues to meet the needs of patients. 
Many Americans suffer from chronic, non-healing wounds. Some 
wounds are associated with complications from diabetes, vascular 
disorders (poor circulation), pressure sores or traumatic wounds. 
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy is a treatment that quickly delivers 
high concentrations of oxygen to the bloodstream, assists in the 
healing process of wounds and is effective in fighting certain types 
of infections. 
Dr. Keyser has been an employed physician of Evangelical since 
September 2017, working as a vascular surgeon at the Heart and 

Vascular Center of Evangelical. 
Dr. Keyser received his Doctor of Osteopathy degree from the 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. He completed his 
general surgery residency at the Medical College of Georgia and 
completed his vascular surgery fellowship at Geisinger Medical 
Center. Dr. Keyser is board certified in Vascular Surgery by the 
American Board of Surgery. 
In other news, Evangelical Community Hospital was recently offi-
cially designated a Keystone 10 hospital in Pennsylvania by the 
Department of Health. The Family Place, the Hospital’s obstetrics 
unit, has been working toward this designation for some time. 
The designation is given when a hospital achieves the 10 key com-
ponents to successful breastfeeding programs. These steps in-
clude various stages of policy implementation, training of hospital 
staff, education and assistance for new mothers before birth and 
during the hospital stay, and establishment of breastfeeding sup-
port after leaving the hospital. 
Keystone 10 is a quality improvement breastfeeding initiative de-
veloped by the Pennsylvania Department of Health and adminis-
tered by the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. Its goal is to improve the protection, promotion, and 
support of breastfeeding for all infants, mothers, and families in 
Pennsylvania. 
The Keystone 10 Initiative was developed as a means of improving 
individual facility- and state-level breastfeeding care and rates, and 
ultimately, improving the health of mothers and babies. 
 
Community Giving Foundation 
 
BERWICK/SELINSGROVE - The Community Giving Foundation 
recently welcomed five new members to its Board of Directors. 
They are state Rep. Lynda Schlegel Culver (R-108), Thomas 
Kapelewski, Marissa Marshall Golla, Esq., Harry Mathias and An-
gela Motto. 
A lifelong resident of Northumberland County, 
Rep. Culver has lived her life in service to her 
community. 
She has served as representative of Pennsylva-
nia’s 108th Legislative District for over 10 years. 
Rep. Culver has worked hard throughout her 
years in the Pennsylvania House of Representa-
tives to promote fiscal responsibility, early child-
hood education, job/business growth and support 
for Pennsylvania’s agriculture industry. Through 
her position on the House Appropriations Commit-
tee, she plays a key role in allocating Pennsylvania’s budget for 
the fiscal year and ensuring these important programs get the 
funding they need.  
Kapelewski has held various positions at SEIKISUI KYDEX in 
Bloomsburg and is currently the Facilities Manager.  
He attended Penn State University receiving a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Industrial and Management Systems Engineering. He 
has extensive knowledge in 5S, Kaizen and manufacturing 
process improvement technologies. 
In addition to CGF, Kapelewski is a board mem-
ber of the following local programs and  
organizations: Columbia-Montour Chamber of 
Commerce (member and past chairperson); Co-
lumbia-Montour Chamber Foundation (chairper-
son); MADE in Central PA; Central Columbia High 
School 339 and Technology; Vo-Tech Perkins. He 
is also a board member with several Penn State 
organizations. 
 

See “Members Recognized” (on page 18)

Amber Amato  
de Guerrero

Dr. Benjamin 
Keyser

Ian Proud

Rep. Lynda 
Schlegel Culver

Thomas 
Kapelewski
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SVCEP makes big annoucement
MILTON - The Susquehanna Valley Community Education Project 
(SVCEP) held a press conference on Jan. 28, at the Central Penn-
sylvania Chamber of Commerce to release the findings from an 
economic impact forecast of a proposed multi-county regional 
Susquehanna Valley community college.  
The event was held live and virtually via Zoom. 
Nationally recognized for more than 2,000 similar studies, Eco-
nomic Modeling Specialists International (Emsi) conducted the re-
search using formulas and proprietary data from national 
community college sector databases and from a detailed data sur-
vey and pro forma completed by the Susquehanna Valley Commu-
nity Education Project’s Finance and Fundraising Committee. The 
presenters reported new economic activity over the first 10 years 
of the community college’s existence conservatively at $78.5 million 
from four categories: capital spending, operations spending, stu-
dent spending, and alumni financial contribution. 
Short-run capital spending is projected to be $13.1 million for mul-
tiple site locations across the sponsored service region delivering 
course instruction onsite and online both synchronous and asyn-
chronous. Accounting for potential leakages, $2.6 million would be 
retained in the service region. Long-run operations spending of the 
proposed community college is expected to be $39.7 million and 
long-run student spending is anticipated at $15 million. The long-
run alumni contribution is based on 3,000 graduates in gainful em-
ployment contributing $21.3 million in the first 10 years. Alumni 
contribution grows as more alumni are gainfully employed. 
The annual economic impacts total $16.7 million for a startup com-
munity college and break down as follows: operations of the com-
munity college are expected to be around $5.3 million with annual 
student spending at $3.3 million and $8.1 million in total income 
each year added to the regional economy by alumni in the work-
force. Alumni annual impact is expected to increase yearly with 
more graduates gainfully employed in the service region. 
Pennsylvania state law requires local sponsorship and counties are 
the most stable sponsors. The recommended sponsorship of $1.2 
million is comparable to that of Cambria county’s sponsorship of 
Pennsylvania Highlands Community College with a four-county 

combined sponsorship by Northumberland County at $624,000; 
Union at $240,000; Montour at $108,000; and Snyder at $228,000. 
This breaks down to $13.68 per household per year or $1.14 per 
household per month in the four-county region. The return on this 
investment is expected to be 26.4 percent for every dollar invested 
that dollar is returned along with an additional $2.50. 
Letters of Support from businesses and municipalities across the 
four-county area are being sent to the county commissioners and 
a growing list is available on the SVCEP web site and petition letters 
can be submitted directly to county commissioners on the web site. 
SVCEP requests that readers write letters of support and sign pe-
tition letters for their county commissioners and copy the SVCEP 
on that correspondence. 
If you are interested to learn more about this project visit www.new-
communitycollege.org or contact Dr. Lenaire Ahlum at 
svcep01@newcommunitycollege.org or call 570-898-4334.

Dr. Lenaire Ahlum, Executive Director of the Susquehanna Valley Commu-
nity Education Project shares the benefits of a local community college to 
both a live and virtual crowd at the Central PA Chamber. The big news of 

the day is that it could be a boon to the local economy.

Are your trees in 
good standing?

TURBOTVILLE - Ever look at a tree on your property that proba-
bly needs attention and you don’t know where to start? 
Starting this season, Lemur Tree Care wants to help you take the 
guesswork out of the equation. 
Owner Austin Fiedler is offering a Tree Assesment so you know 
where you and your tree “stand”. 
“It will allow you as the client to see the trees the way we see 
them,” Fiedler said. “We’ll put a description on the form to give 
you our perspective. 
“We look at more than just where the tree is, species, structure, 
deadwood...We also look at what’s the relationship you have with 
this tree, like value. And, not just money value, but what kind of 
memories do you have wrapped up in the tree.” 
In the assesment, it can also make a plan of how Lemur Tree 
Care can help you best, whether they handle all of the work, or 
leave behind brush and debris for you to dispose of. 
The form covers: access, root system, trunk structure, canopy 
structure, dead material, former pruning, tree spacing, sentimen-

tal value, investment, knowledge and ability to work with tree, po-
tential targets, target impact and wind load. All assessors have 
foresty and dendrology education from Penn State affiliated 
schools, and tree structure knowledge was acquired through the 
American National Standards Institute. 
To schedule an appointment, call 570-490-1775 or 
austin.fiedler@lemurtreecare.com. You can learn more at 
www.lemurtreecare.com and on Facebook and YouTube. 

Austin Fiedler, owner of Lemur Tree Care, examines at maple tree as a 
part of his business’s new tree assessment for 2021. 
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Susquehanna Commu-
nity Bank donated 
$1,000 to North Central 
Sight Services through 
the Educational Im-
provement Tax Credit 
(EITC) Program. Krysia 
Ziegler, Community 
Banking Officer of 
Susquehanna Commu-
nity Bank (center) pre-
sented the check to 
Brian Patchett, Presi-
dent/CEO, and Amy 
Alexander, Director of 
Development.  
For over sixty years, 
NCSS has assisted indi-
viduals who are blind or 
visually impaired to 
maximize their quality of 
life. 

Thank you to Contrast Communications and Image One Technologies, 
who were in our building recently to make some wonderful upgrades to 

our wifi! We and our many members that hop online here really appreciate 
it! At left is technician Rob Jenkins of Contrast, and at right, is Ryan Ferry 

of Image One.

Homelessness grant open 
to Milton residents

MILTON - Residents at risk 
of losing their housing in Mil-
ton may be eligible to receive 
up to $5,000 to prevent 
homelessness. 
The Resident Subsistence 
Program is being offered in 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic to support hard-hit 
residents and is funded with 
a Northumberland County 
entitlement Community De-
velopment Block Grant-
CARES Act (CDBG-CV). 
The grants can be used to 
pay utility payments to pre-
vent cutoff of service and 
rent/mortgage payments to 
prevent eviction.  
Each eligible family may re-
ceive up to $5,000, paid di-
rectly to the mortgage 
holder, landlord, or utility 
company on their behalf. 
Funds will not be given di-
rectly to families. Assistance 
is available for up to 100 
days per family. 
Applications are now being 
accepted. While there is no 
deadline to apply, the pro-
gram is on a first-come, first-
serve basis and ends when 
the funds are spent.  
The Salvation Army will pro-

vide the grants to Milton res-
idents, as allocated by the 
Borough of Milton. The Sal-
vation Army is managing the 
program on behalf of the 
Borough. SEDA-Council of 
Governments (SEDA-COG) 
is administering the CDBG 
funds and ensuring compli-
ance. 
Applicants must be at risk of 
losing their housing and 
must provide documentation 
of it. Assistance can be made 
to families whose income is 
at or below the HUD Section 
8 income limits for Northum-
berland County at the time of 
application. Applicants must 
complete an income verifica-
tion interview to qualify for 
this program.   
For more information or to 
set up an appointment to 
apply, Milton residents may 
contact Valerie Harris at 570-
742-4231 or Valerie.Har-
ris@USE.SalvationArmy.org. 
You can find much more in-
formation related to COVID-
19 on the Central PA 
Chamber’s dedicated web-
page at www.centralpacham-
ber.com/covid-19. 

https://locations.theupsstore.com/pa/lewisburg/325-n-10th-st
https://centralpachamber.com/pal/
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Business & Education

BINGO!
Thank you to everyone who attended or otherwise supported 

our St. Valentine's Lottery Bingo on Feb. 5 at D & S Event Cen-
ter, Milton! Net revenue for our Central PA Business & Educa-
tion Association came in at over $4,700! At right, Central PA 

Chamber Education Coordinator Michael Porter says ‘thanks 
for the love’ as he displays the lottery ticket prize packs that 
went to the winners. Below, at left, is volunteer Ashley Par-
rish, Financial Solutions Center Manager for First Common-

wealth Bank - Lewisburg Weis, along with the Financial 
Solutions Specialists who came out to play - Jasmine Tarver, 

Jean Rupert, Cheyenne Seidell, Briann Hamm and Autumn 
Scoviak-Pfirman. At the bottom is Shaun Levine of kinetic 

Business by Windstream, along with his girlfriend, Sarah Ped-
die, who was one of the lucky winners! 

If you would like to be involved with the next bingo fundraiser, 
contact Porter, at 570-742-7341 or  
mporter@centralpachamber.com. 

Thank you, 
sponsors! 

 
Sheesley Insurance 

The Jones/Reeder Family 
The UPS Store 5918 
The Wealth Factory 

http://centralpachamber.com/business-and-education-association/
http://centralpachamber.com/business-and-education-association/
http://centralpachamber.com/business-and-education-association/
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A defining activity 
 
“BLSV was a blast from day one. I met new 
people, many from schools I would never 
have interacted with otherwise. I was en-
gaged by interesting lessons and knowledge-
able presenters. I was laughing, learning, 
and taking hold of my future all at once … BLSV is great 
because of the curriculum, and the real-world skills you won’t get 
anywhere else, but what makes me so quick to recommend 
BLSV to next year’s juniors is the connections one can make 
here. I feel like I am walking out of here today with a host of 
brand-new memories and friends. And, that is more valuable to 
me than anything. So, in the end, what I guess I’m trying to say, 
is that BLSV was very easily the defining activity of this year of 
school.” – Declan McPherson, BLSV Class of 2019 
 
Declan’s words hold the key to what we do each month with 
these students. Building Leaders for the Susquehanna Valley is 
a program designed to help students develop the leadership 
skills to lead our region in the present and future. However, what 
Declan shows us is the importance of networking with other stu-
dents and developing bonds that can last a lifetime! BLSV is a 
great opportunity for any student to grow in many ways both per-
sonally and professionally. With each year of this program, I 
hope each student leaves feeling like Declan did, like it was the 
“defining activity of their school year” because it is the defining 
activity of my year. Seeing the growth that each of these stu-
dents make is one of the most rewarding aspects of my position 
with the Central PA Chamber.  
BLSV is just one of many programs that the Central PA Business 
& Education Association offers to help impact local students. 
Along with B&E, there are many non-profit members within the 
Chamber that impact our students and many other individuals in 
our region. On March 10 and 11, Raise the Region 2021 will 
begin and offer you the opportunity to support B&E and many of 
our non-profit members! I highly encourage you to join in donat-
ing to at least one of these organizations to help them to achieve 
their goals for the 2021 calendar year as they work to achieve 
their missions through uncertain times.  
If you would like to learn more about Raise the Region 2021, and 
search for your favorite non-profit, visit: www.raisetheregion.org.  
For a full list of Central PA Chamber non-profit members, those 
can be found at www.centralpachamber.com/membership/mem-
bership-directory and browse by category for “Community & 
Non-Profit”. 
 

 
Michael Porter 

Education Coordinator 
mporter@centralpachamber.com

Michael’s Minutes

La Primavera 
Italiano Ristorante

 & Pizzeria 
Fine Italian Cuisine

Banquet Room Facilities  
holds up to 160 people

Titolari: Vito & Salvatore Mazzamuto
Rt. 45 west     Lewisburg, PA     Telephone: (570) 523-1515
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Seminar & Training Series

In early February, Central PA Chamber Communication Director 
Jeff Shaffer presented ‘How to Deliver a Great Elevator Speech’ to 

a small group in The Smith Room. At every Breakfast Briefing 
event, guests have the opportunity to give an elevator speech. 

Structuring an elevator speech the right way is important in order 
to make a great first impression. This training will be offered, 
again, on June 2 and Sept. 1. To register, visit www.central-

pachamber.com/events.

Find the latest Seminar & Training  
class information @ 

www.centralpachamber.com/events

http://centralpachamber.com/michael-porter/
http://www.laprimaverarist.com
http://centralpachamber.com/school-counts/
http://www.centralpachamber.com/events
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We’re still here 
 
This month marks one year since our state 
began its mitigation efforts against COVID-
19. It is hard to believe everything that has 
happened and is still happening to this day. 
As we move into this “anniversary”, I would 
like to take the time to reflect and offer my hopes for the future.  
One year ago, I will venture to say a lot of us were thinking 
about warmer weather and getting ready to celebrate Easter and 
another spring. Little did we know that our holidays would be 
changed and even having those family get togethers would be 
difficult. I remember just celebrating my daughter’s fourteenth 
birthday and then “BAM”, she is done with going to school for 
the year! Next, we dealt with continuing some form of education 
and myself working from home trying not to be too distracted. 
After making sure my family was taken care of, now comes the 
thought of how do I help those businesses and organizations 
that I get up every day for as well? 
This question proved to be less scary once the Chamber team 
put its heads together. Even working from home did not stop us 
from creating a game plan and executing it at a high level. We 
set out gathering as much information as we could for our mem-
bers and making sure they had a safe and easy way to obtain it. 
We made sure from that point on that everyone was able to 
keep themselves informed, and that they knew we were avail-
able for any reason. This is when we took the time to reach out 
to our members and let them know we were here to answer any 
questions, find resources, and even just listen if they needed to 
get stuff off their chest.  
After witnessing as much as I have this past year, I say with 
complete confidence that the Central PA Chamber of Commerce 
was the best career choice I have ever made! Being a part of 
this team has given me the opportunity to help others and be a 
part of so many success stories. To have the support of our 
members and see them innovate their businesses during this 
time is a beautiful sight to behold. I am extremely pleased as 
well that we have been able to reach out to more businesses in 
Central PA and let them learn more about the Central PA Cham-
ber of Commerce.  
They say a phoenix rises from the ashes and this region has 
risen beyond expectations! Our phoenix is strong and beautiful, 
and trust me, we are not done rising by any means! 
 
 

 
Jessica Williams 

Finance & Membership Director 
jwilliams@centralpachamber.com

Jessica’s Jottings “Members Recognized” (from page 13)
Marshall Golla is a founding partner at Kreisher 
Marshall & Associates, LLC in Bloomsburg who 
specializes in all areas of elder law. She is one 
of only 66 certified elder law attorneys (CELA) 
in Pennsylvania, a distinction earned from the 
National Elder Law Foundation as authorized 
by the PA Supreme Court. A native of Indiana, 
she obtained her BA from Purdue University 
and later obtained her JD from Western Michi-
gan University – Cooley Law School. 
She is a member of the Pennsylvania Associa-
tion of Elder Law Attorneys, National Academy of Elder Law At-
torneys, Pennsylvania Bar Association, Columbia-Montour Bar 
Association, and is an accredited attorney with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs.  
Mathias retired in 2019 after 35 years at Central 
Columbia School District as a teacher, adminis-
trator and coach, including the last 19 as super-
intendent. He has since formed a private 
consulting firm to assist school districts and 
other entities with leadership development 
skills. This work includes professional develop-
ment for regional superintendents, business ad-
ministrators and curriculum specialists. 
Additionally, Mathias works with the Pennsylva-
nia School Boards Association doing legislative 
advocacy with legislators and regional school districts. He also 
teaches graduate classes for Delaware Valley University and 
assisted the Columbia County Commissioners by overseeing 
their COVID-19 CARES Block grant program. 
Motto is the Director of Investment and Endow-
ment Operations at Bucknell University. Having 
grown up in Northumberland and graduating 
from Shikellamy High School, she chose to stay 
local to pursue her higher education, earning 
her Bachelors in Business Administration from 
Susquehanna University and MBA from Penn 
State. Following a career in corporate commer-
cial banking, Motto turned to higher education 
serving Susquehanna University for a few years 

Marissa Marshall 
Golla, Esq.

Harry Mathias

Angela Motto

http://centralpachamber.com/jessica-williams/
https://www.transitionsofpa.org
http://www.susquehannafire.com


before realizing her passion for investing. She took a leap of 
faith, dedicating personal time to pursue her securities license 
and joined forces with a local IRA to build a Financial Planning 
Firm. In 2015, she was awarded an opportunity to work for the 
Endowment at Bucknell University. Aspiring to always improve, 
she completed her Certification in Performance Measurements 
designation from the CFA Institute in 2018. 
And, Community Giving Foundation: Selinsgrove also welcomed 
four new board members. They are William Bucher, Malcolm 
Derk, Dr. Frank Jankowski and Sara Lauver. 
Bucher is the owner of William D. Bucher, CPA in 
Selinsgrove and specializes in individual and 
small business taxation. He is also the President 
of Keller’s Beer in Selinsgrove, a family-owned 
malt beverage distributor that has served the 
Susquehanna Valley for over 70 years. He re-
ceived his BS in Accounting from Susquehanna 
University. 
He currently also serves on the board of Selins-
grove Projects, Inc. He has previously served on 
the board of Summer Seals Day Camp and sev-
eral other boards primarily focused on serving 
the needs of youth in the Selinsgrove area.  
Derk supports the president’s office of Susque-
hanna University in advancing institutional priori-
ties, government affairs, and community 
engagement as the Interim Chief of Staff and Di-
rector of Grants & Foundation Relations. As di-
rector of grants, he works closely with faculty and 
staff to leverage external funds to support stu-
dent-faculty research and institutional priorities. 
The successful grants portfolio includes funding 
from the National Science Foundation, National Endowment for 
the Humanities, U.S. Department of Education, U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, and foundation partners. Prior to joining the 
team at Susquehanna, he served ten years as an elected 
county commissioner in Snyder County, providing executive and 
legislative leadership in managing the county budget and per-
sonnel. 
Derk also serves as president of Selinsgrove Projects, Inc., a 
community revitalization organization that supports business 
and community engagement in the Selinsgrove Borough.  

Dr. Jankowski is the Superintendent of Schools 
within the Selinsgrove Area School District. In 
this role, he works with school district leaders 
and community members to enhance academic, 
extra-curricular and societal opportunities within 
the Selinsgrove community. He understands 
both the importance and the complexity of lead-
ing a public school district. He consistently col-
laborates with school district personnel to elicit 
feedback from various stakeholders within the 
school district community. Community aware-
ness is a vital component of an educational 
leader who looks to enhance the opportunities 
afforded to students while also leading the way 
for continued community development.  
Lauver is the Associate Director of the Pennsyl-
vania Early Learning Investment Commission, a 
group of over 50 business leaders appointed by 
the Governor to work to improve tomorrow’s 
economy through smart policy and investments 
in today’s young children. Prior to joining the 
commission, she spent seven years as the Di-
rector of Community Impact for Greater Susquehanna Valley 
United Way. She has a love for radio news and works as a part-
time anchor and reporter for Sunbury Broadcasting Corporation. 
Lauver volunteers as the chair of the Selinsgrove Farmers Mar-
ket and serves as an elected member of the Selinsgrove Bor-
ough Council. 
She has degrees from both Susquehanna University and 
Walden University, and is a graduate of Leadership Susque-
hanna Valley and the Office of Child Development and Early 
Learning Policy Fellowship programs. 
For more information, visit www.csgiving.org or call the Founda-
tion at 570-752-3930.
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Breakfast Briefing

Thank you to everyone who attended the Breakfast Briefing on 
Feb.12, including our event sponsor Raceway Mobile Self Storage! 
Pictured is Scott Moll of Raceway Mobile Self Storage as he talks 

about the history of the business as well as its many services. Con-
tact them for your storage and moving needs! Call 570-971-8093 or 

e-mail racewaystorage01@gmail.com. Learn more at  
www.hrselfstorage.com. Want to join us for an upcoming Breakfast 
Briefing? Visit www.centralpachamber.com/events to register. Seat-

ing is limited to allow for social distancing. Please, wear a mask.

William Bucher

Malcolm Derk

Dr. Frank 
Jankowski

Sara Lauver

https://pinpointfcu.org


Join Us at these Upcoming Events!
*All events are tentatively scheduled and may change depending on the COVID-19 situation*

Find the latest COVID-19 news and information @  
www.centralpachamber.com/covid-19

https://www.trossbrothers.com
https://centralpachamber.com/events/st-overtime-rule-change-2/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/raising-the-board-20/
https://centralpachamber.com/events/breakfast-briefing-55/



